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Arizona: 2 Cases of Hantavirus Infection Confirned in Maricopa County

Mari copa County health officials on Wed 8 Jan 2003 confirmed 2 recent cases
of hantavirus infection and are urging the public to take precautions
around rodent-infested areas. Health departnment officials |earned of the
cases, which are unrelated, in md-Decenber 2002 after the victins were
hospitalized. Investigators determ ned that one nman contracted the rare and
sonetimes fatal pul monary disease in the county, and they are still trying
to figure out where the other victimwas exposed to the virus. Oficials
will not disclose the victins' identities, areas of residence, or details
of their illnesses to maintain their privacy, health departnment spokesman
Doug Hauth sai d.

Hantavirus was first identified in the Southwest in 1993. Since then 37
cases have been reported in Arizona. 9 people have died. Maricopa County
has reported 6 cases, none fatal. "They were all identified early enough
and gi ven supportive care and pull ed through,"” Hauth said.

A news producer and photojournalist with Channel 5 (KPHO in Phoenix was
one of those who survived. He contracted hantavirus in 2002 and bel i eves he
was exposed to the virus in Texas after the disease killed his nother and
sister [see part (2) of the ProMED-nmail post entitled "Hantavirus pul nonary
syndrome update 2002 - USA (03) 20020809.5011". - Mbd.CP]. "Beyond the
physical stuff, the enotional stuff has really taken its toll," he said on
Wednesday. However, his recovery has been relatively quick. He has returned
to work and exercising. "Usually, it takes people years," he said. "Wat
saved me was information and early treatnment. |If you wind up going into an
emergency roomwi th flu-like or pneunonia-1ike synptonms, you need to be
adamant with health care officials (that you' ve been exposed)," he said.

Hantavirus is an airborne virus spawned from certain rodent droppings,
saliva, and excretions. It can affect humans who inhale the virus, but it
cannot spread from person to person.The virus is found nore often in places
where mce can breed, including rural areas, construction |ocations, and
areas with debris. Roof rats do not carry the disease. [Initially virus
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infection] nminics synptons of the common cold or flu, and may rapidly
progress to respiratory failure when the lungs fill with fluid. Patients
usual Iy develop breathing difficulty 2 to 6 days after onset of synptons,
and victinms typically end up in the intensive-care unit. There is no
specific treatnment or cure.

[Byline: Christina Leonard]

John Mbore
<wx- chase@i nyvital .conp

[Al 't hough not stated, it is probable fromthe |ocation that the hantavirus
responsi ble for both these cases is _Sin Nonmbre virus_, whose reservoir

host is the deer nouse _Peronyscus nani cul atus_. - Mbod. CP]

[see al so:

2002

Hant avi rus pul monary syndrome - USA (Arizona) 20020607. 442

Hant avi rus pul nonary syndronme update 2002 - USA (01) 20020630. 4641
Hant avi rus pul monary syndrome update 2002 - USA (02) 20020718.4794
Hant avi rus pul nonary syndrome update 2002 - USA (03) 20020809. 5011

2001

Hantavirus pulm synd. - USA (Arizona) 20010428. 0828

2000

Hantavirus pulm synd. - USA (Col orado ex Arizona?) 20000523. 0810
1999

Hant avi rus pul monary syndrome - USA (Arizona) 19990519. 0829

19990522. 0846
Hant avi rus pul nonary syndrone - USA (Arizona) (02) 19990726. 1261
1998

Hantavirus infection, human - USA (Arizona) 19980222. 0336
Hantavirus infection, human - USA (Arizona) (02) 19980224. 0359
Hant avirus infection, human - USA (Arizona) (03) 19980226.0374
1996

Hant avi rus pul nonary syndrome (HPS) - Arizona, USA 19960319. 0504]
................... nmpp/ cp/ pg/ mpp
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ProMED- nai | mekes every effort to verify the reports that
are posted, but the accuracy and conpleteness of the

i nformation, and of any statements or opinions based
thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assunes all risks in
usi ng informati on posted or archived by ProMED il . I SID

and its associated service providers shall not be held
responsible for errors or omissions or held liable for any
damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon posted
or archived material.
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Visit ProMED-mail's web site at <http://ww. pronednuil . org>.

Send all itenms for posting to: promed@r onednmai |l . org
(NOT to an individual noderator). |If you do not give your
full nane and affiliation, it my not be posted. Send
conmands to subscribe/unsubscri be, get archives, help

etc. to: nmjordono@ronednail.org. For assistance froma
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