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Death of Farm Worker from Hantavirus Infection

The Regional Director of Health of Passos and the Muinicipal Secretary of
Health of Sao Tomas de Aquino confirmthe death from hantavirus infection
of a 37-year-old farm | aborer at the begi nning of Decenber 2002. He had
been to the first aid station in Sao Tomas de Aquino in the south of M nas

Brazil (Mnas Cerais):

CGerais 12 days after his first synptons appeared. The material collected
fromthe victimwas sent to Belo Horizonte. The Regional Director of Health
of Lavras confirned the diagnosis. The owner of the farmwhere the victim
wor ked had no comment. Since the beginning of the week, a team of

specialists fromthe Regional Director of Health of Passos and of
Eco-Vigilancia for Hantavirus of Uberaba has been visiting the city to

i nvestigate the source of the infection, and to educate the people on
prevention of the disease. In Mnas Gerais state, the regions of highest

i nci dence of hantavirus infections are the south and the Triangul o M neiro.

Pr oMED- i |
<pr oned@r onednai | . or g>

[Hantaviruses are transmitted through the urine and feces of wild rodents,
and the principal synptons are fever, severe headache, nuscle pains, and
respiratory and renal problens. Each species of hantavirus has a
distinctive rodent host. At least 3 different hantaviruses, _Juquitiba
virus_, _Ararquara virus_, and _Castel os dos Sonhos virus_, have been
associ ated with cases of hantavirus pul nmonary syndrone in Brazil (see:
Johnson, A L., et al., Journal of Medical Virology 59, 527-535, 1999).
Information on the identity of the virus and the specific rodent host
responsible for this fatal case of hantavirus infection in Mnas Cerais

woul d be appreciated. - Md. CP]
[ see al so:
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Hant avi rus pul nonary syndronme - Brazil (Mnas Ger.) 20020716. 4774
Hant avi rus pul nonary syndrone - Brazil (M nas) (02) 20020729. 4883

Hant avi rus pul monary syndrome - Brazil: correction 20020729. 4886
Hantavirus - Brazil (Sao Paulo State) 20020518. 4258
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Hantavirus infection - Brazil (Santa Catarina) 20010125. 0181
Hantavirus infection - Brazil (Santa Catarina) (02) 20010130.0208
2000

Hant avirus infection, suspected - Brazil (Parana) 20001028. 1881
Hant avirus infection, confirnmed - Brazil (Parana) 20001206. 2129
1999

Hant avi rus pul monary syndrone - Brazil (Parana) 19990918. 1674
1998

Hantavirus - Brazil (M nas Cerais) 19980930. 1942

Hantavirus infection - Brazil (Sao Paul o state) 19980424. 0757

Hantavirus infection - Brazil (Sao Paul o state)(05) 19980615.1131]
............................ mpp/ j W cp/ pg/ mpp

* S
ProMED-mai | makes every effort to verify the reports that
are posted, but the accuracy and conpleteness of the

i nformati on, and of any statenments or opinions based
thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assumes all risks in
usi ng informati on posted or archived by ProMED mail. ISID

and its associated service providers shall not be held
responsible for errors or onissions or held liable for any
danmages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon posted
or archived materi al
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Visit ProMED-mail's web site at <http://ww. pronedmail . org>.

Send all itens for posting to: promed@r onednai | . org
(NOT to an individual noderator). |If you do not give your
full nane and affiliation, it my not be posted. Send
conmands to subscribe/unsubscri be, get archives, help,
etc. to: majordono@ronedmail. org. For assistance froma
human being send nmail to: owner - pr omred@r onednai | . or g.
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