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HANTAVIRUS - ARGENTINA (BUENOS AIRES PROVINCE)
**********************************************
A ProMED-mail post
<http://www.promedmail.org>
ProMED-mail is a program of the
International Society for Infectious Diseases
<http://www.isid.org>

Date: Thu 16 Jan 2003
From: Pablo Nart <p.nart@virgin.net>
Source: La Nacion (Argentina), Sat 11 Jan 2003 [translated from Spanish and 
summarized by Pablo Nart]
<http://www.lanacion.com.ar/03/01/11/dg_465353.asp>

Hantavirus pulmonary syndrome case confirmed in Buenos Aires Province
---------------------------------------------------------------------
A Buenos Aires policeman has been admitted to hospital in serious condition 
after having contracted a hantavirus infection and the sanitary authorities 
of the province are investigating if the infection was acquired in [Buenos 
Aires] or in Pinamar, where the patient was working temporarily. According 
to the specialists, [the patient] may have contracted [hantavirus 
infection], transmitted by [the long-tailed pygmy rice rat, _Oligoryzomys 
longicaudatus_] present in Pinamar's police stables. [The long-tailed pygmy 
rice rat is a reservoir host for _Andes virus_, a hantavirus present in 
Chile and south western Argentina to about 50 degrees south latitude. This 
virus has been associated previously with cases of hantavirus pulmonary 
syndrome in this region. - Mod.CP]

The Health Department of Buenos Aires stated that [specialists in zoonoses] 
were already at the site. The aim is to corroborate the presence of 
long-tailed pygmy rice rats in the area, and if found to take action to 
eliminate them. Last Wednesday [8 Jan 2003], the policeman was moved into 
the intensive care unit of the Hospital San Juan de Dios, in serious 
condition. The Health Department of Buenos Aires [stated that hantavirus 
infection had been confirmed by appropriate diagnostic tests].

-- 
ProMED-mail
<promed@promedmail.org>
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*##########################################################*
ProMED-mail makes every effort to  verify  the reports  that
are  posted,  but  the  accuracy  and  completeness  of  the
information,   and  of  any  statements  or  opinions  based
thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assumes all risks in
using information posted or archived by  ProMED-mail.   ISID
and  its  associated  service  providers  shall not be  held
responsible for errors or omissions or  held liable for  any
damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon  posted
or archived material.
************************************************************
Visit ProMED-mail's web site at <http://www.promedmail.org>.
Send  all  items  for   posting  to:   promed@promedmail.org
(NOT to  an  individual moderator).  If you do not give your
full name and  affiliation, it  may  not  be  posted.   Send
commands  to  subscribe/unsubscribe,   get  archives,  help,
etc. to: majordomo@promedmail.org.    For assistance  from a
human  being  send  mail  to:   owner-promed@promedmail.org.
############################################################
############################################################
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