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Al berta: New Cases of Hantavirus Infection Reported

Al bertans are being cautioned to avoid nouse droppings or urine after 2
cases of hantavirus infection were reported to provincial officials |ast
week. Dr. Karen Ginsrud, Alberta' s deputy provincial health officer, said
hantavirus is a potentially fatal infection spread by rodents in their
droppi ngs or urine. "Al bertans should be aware they need to take speci al
care when working or playing in | ocations that nmay expose themto rodents,
especially mce, that may carry the hantavirus,” said Ginmsrud. "There are
likely infected mice in all regions of Alberta.”

This year 4 cases of the disease have been confirnmed in the province. Since
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1989, there have been 27 confirned cases of the disease in Alberta, with 8
deaths reported. "Hantavirus infection is rare," said Ginsrud, "and only
affects a small portion of people who cone into contact with nouse

droppi ngs. The risk of contracting the infection can be reduced even
further by exercising caution.” Contact with the virus can cone, for

i nstance, during sweeping to clean up nouse droppings in a barn or garage
or washing the area with bare hands. A mask is recommended to prevent

br eat hi ng dust contai ning nouse droppings, and rubber gl oves are urged when
washi ng the area with disinfectant.

The only confirmed carrier of the disease is the deer nouse, but since it's
possi bl e that other rodents could carry the virus, all of them should be
treated as potential carriers. If a person is infected, the disease usually
appears in one or 2 weeks, but it can take up to 6 weeks to appear.

Synmpt ons resenbl e severe influenza, with a high fever, body aches, chills
and troubl ed breathing. Anyone who devel ops difficulty breathing and has
been in an area contam nated by rodents should see a doctor imedi ately.

[Byline: Mario Toneguzzi ]

Pr oMED- mai
<proned@r onednni l . or g>

[ Several hantaviruses have been recorded in Canada: _Prospect Hll virus_,
_Bloodl and | ake virus_, _Topografov virus_ , _Sin Nonbre virus_, _New York
virus_, _El Mro canyon virus_, Blue river virus_; all associated with

different species of rodents. O these viruses only _Sin Nonbre virus_ and
_New York virus_ are etiologic agents of hantavirus pul nonary syndrone.

Unli ke the other Canadi an hantaviruses, these 2 are maintained in rodents
of the famly _Miridae_, subfamly _Signodontinae_. The principal reservoir
of _Sin Nonbre virus_ is the deer nouse (_Peronyscus nani cul atus_), and
that of _New York_virus the white-footed nouse (_Peronyscus |eucopus_). It
seens likely, therefore, that _Sin Nonbre virus_ is the virus responsible
for the cases of hantavirus pulnonary syndrone in Al berta during 2002. -

Mbd. CPJ

[ see al so:

Hant avi rus pul nonary syndronme - USA (Arizona) 20020607. 4429
Hant avi rus pul nonary syndrome - USA ( Col orado) 20020605. 4411
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ProMED- mai | makes every effort to verify the reports that
are posted, but the accuracy and conpleteness of the

i nformati on, and of any statenments or opinions based
t hereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assunmes all risks in
usi ng i nformati on posted or archived by ProMeD mail. | SID

and its associated service providers shall not be held
responsi ble for errors or omssions or held liable for any
damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon posted
or archived material.
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Visit ProMED-mail's web site at <http://ww. pronmednail . org>.

Send all itens for posting to: pronmed@r onednmai |l . org
(NOT to an individual noderator). |If you do not give your
full name and affiliation, it my not be posted. Send
commands to subscri be/unsubscri be, get archives, helnp,
etc. to: maj ordono@ronednail . org. For assistance froma
human being send nmil to: owner - pr oned@r onednai | . org.
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