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[1]
Date: Sun 21 Jul 2002

From Charlie Calisher <calisher@ybersafe. net>

A Comment on the Efficiency of Protective Masks

In "Hantavirus pul nonary syndrome update 2002 - USA (02)", a local official
in Wom ng was quoted as having said "What we're recommending if you work
in an area or are going into an area where there m ght be rodent droppings
is wear a mask, a sinple woodworker's nmask will do. It's a pretty sinple
way to protect yourself"

If what is nmeant by a "sinple wodworker's mask”
masks painters wear, this is not at all correct. These things will keep
nmost | arge objects (el bows, fingers, cigars, some paint, wood dust) from
one's nose and nmouth but viruses are not |arge objects. People who intend
to enter areas in which hantaviruses mght be in aerosol form should be
advised to wear fitted respirators with adequate filtration systens.

is one of those paper

Charles H Calisher, Ph.D.

Pr of essor, Departnent of M crobiol ogy,
Col orado State University

Fort Collins, Colorado, USA 80523

| munol ogy and Pat hol ogy

e-mail: <calisher@ybercell.net>
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[2]

Date: Wed 24 Jul 2002

From John Mbore <wx-chase@inyvital.conr

Source: The Arizona Republic, Wed 24 Jul 2002 [edited]

Arizona & Texas: 2 of 3 Affected Menbers of Same Family Die

http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400...HECK_DISPLAY,F2400_P1202_PUB_MAIL_ID:X,19008 (1 of 4) [8/12/2002 10:46:33 AM]


http://www.isid.org/
http://www.isid.org/about/
http://www.isid.org/membership/
http://www.isid.org/programs/
http://www.isid.org/publications/
http://www.isid.org/resources/
http://www.isid.org/11th_icid/
http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:2400:326020
http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1000:326020::::FSP_LANGUAGE_PREFERENCE:en-US
javascript:doSubmit('Search Criteria');
javascript:doSubmit('Result List');
javascript:doSubmit('Search Help');
http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1000:326020
http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1300:326020
http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1400:326020
http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1500:326020
http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1600:326020
http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1799:326020
http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1800:326020:::1800
http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1900:326020
http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1950:326020
http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1951:326020
http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1952:326020
http://www.promedmail.org/
http://www.isid.org/
mailto:calisher@cybersafe.net
mailto:calisher@cybercell.net
mailto:wx-chase@tinyvital.com

[A middle aged nmal e] realized about the sixth inning of a D anbndbacks gane
in June that he was coning down with the rare disease that had just killed
his mother and sister. "By the tine | got hone ny fever was 101 and ny wife
said, '"W're going to the emergency room' " [he] renmenbered. He'd been

hal f-expecting to get sick. He knew if he did, it probably neant he was
exposed to the hantavirus when he went to Texas for the funerals in April.

When [he] was di agnhosed in early June, he becanme the first confirned victim
in Arizona this year. Hantavirus was identified in 1993. Since then, 35
cases have been di agnosed in Arizona.

[Hi s] nightmare began with an April phone call fromhis sister in Ralls,
Texas. She was calling to say that their 75-year-old nother was in a
hospital with what appeared to be pneunonia. By the next day, she was on a
respirator. Her death was bl aned on septic shock. The day after the
funeral, [his 49 year old] sister, awoke in the house she shared with her
nmot her. A paraplegic since a 1995 car accident, [she] had a 104-degree
fever. A day |ater, she, too, was dead. Again, death was bl aned on septic
shock. A chance conversation days | ater between his sister's ex-husband and
a nurse uncovered the real cause. "She said it sounded an awful lot |ike
hant avi rus because they both went so quickly," [he] said.

[He] researched hantavirus on the Internet and found out that | ow bl ood

pl atel et counts are a synptom Once he confirmed his sister's | ow pl atel et

counts, "we knew then everyone in the fanm|ly had been exposed," he said. He
returned to Phoenix and prepared for the worst. After |earning the

i ncubation period of hantavirus is 1 to 6 weeks, [he] and 30 famly nenbers
in Arizona and Texas circled 10 Jun 2002 on their cal endars, 6 weeks after

their exposure. "If we got past that date, we would be OK " he said. On 19

May 2002, [he] felt the synptons he had been dreading. He and his w fe went
to the energency room carrying information about hantavirus.

John Moore
Tiny Vital Systens, Inc
<wx- chase@i nyvi tal .conp

[I't is not clear fromthis dramatic story whether the presunptive di agnoses
of hantavirus pul nonary syndrome were confirmed by | aboratory tests.
Further information woul d be appreciated. - Md. CP]
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Date: Fri 9 Aug 2002

From ProMED- nmil <proned@ronednail.org>

Source: The Gkl ahoman, Fri 9 Aug 2002 [edited]
<http://ww. newsok. com cgi - bi n/ show articl e?l D=898297&pi c=none&TP=get arti cl e>

Okl ahonma: Hantavirus Infection Suspected as Cause of Death of Ranch Worker
GUYMON: A Texas County ranch worker died this week from hantavirus

i nfection, marking the second Ol ahoma fatality caused by the disease in

| ess than a year, health officials said on Thu 8 Aug 2002. [ The 31-year-old
mal e] went to Menorial Hospital of Texas County | ast weekend conpl ai ni ng of
a headache and breathing troubles. Wthin hours of arriving at the
hospital, [his] |lowgrade fever spiked to 105 degrees. He died on Tue 6 Aug
2002. [He] is the third case of hantavirus infection [confirmation is stil
pendi ng; see below - Md.CP] in Cklahona since 1996. The first victim
survived, but a 17-year-old girl died in Novenber 2001. Wat is unsettling
to local health officials is that all 3 cases occurred in Texas County,
about 15 niles sout hwest of Guynon.
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Hantavirus kills about 1 out of every 3 people it infects. The di sease
[caused by Sin Nonbre virus ] is carried by deer mce, which | eave

di sease-infested droppings in their nests. Wen those areas are disturbed,
particles fromthe droppings can be inhal ed by people, causing respiratory
i nfection. The di sease was not officially identified until 1993. In that
year, health officials investigated the deaths of 5 previously healthy
peopl e who had succunbed to respiratory failure. They all lived in the "4
corners" area of Colorado, Uah, New Mexico, and Arizona. The [hantavirus]
they di scovered was dubbed [4 corners virus and later Sin Nonbre virus] the
sanme virus found in all 3 Texas County cases.

Person-to-person spread of the disease is considered highly unlikely,
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Janet Jones,
Texas County Health Departnment administrator, said investigators have sent
tissue sanples to the CDC for testing and expect results possibly today or
early next week. Investigators have not confirmed [that the patient] had
the virus. [The patient] exhibited signs of hantavirus pul nonary syndrome
-- the official name for the lung infection caused by the [virus] -- when
he was hospitalized on Sat 3 Aug 2002, Jones said.

Begi nni ng synptons, which usually last 5 to 10 days, include headache and
achi ng nmuscles. As the [disease] progresses, the lungs fill with fluid,
maki ng breathing difficult. "The early synptons are very anbi guous, and the
changes are very sudden," Jones said. For exanple, people tend to get very
ill quickly, she said, or get well very quickly. Oficials are unsure how
[the case] may have contracted the virus. Investigators fromthe state

Heal th Departnent's epideniol ogy division also are trying to find a
connecti on anong the three Texas County cases, Jones said.

[Byline: Bob Doucette and Dawn MarKks]

Pr oVED- mai
<pr oned@r onedmai | . or g>
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ProMED-mai | nakes every effort to verify the reports that
are posted, but the accuracy and conpleteness of the

i nformati on, and of any statements or opinions based
thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assumes all risks in
using informati on posted or archived by ProVED mail. ISID

and its associated service providers shall not be held
responsible for errors or onissions or held liable for any
damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon posted
or archived materi al
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Visit ProMED-nail's web site at <http://ww. pronednail . org>.

Send all itens for posting to: proned@r onednai | . org
(NOT to an individual noderator). |If you do not give your
full name and affiliation, it wmy not be posted. Send
commands to subscribe/unsubscri be, get archives, help,
etc. to: maj ordono@ronedmail . org. For assistance froma
human being send nmmil to: owner - pr omed@r onmedmai | . or g.
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