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AR Panama: Death of Second Hantavirus Pul monary Syndrone Patient

Citing ProMED-mail A 22-year-old patient fromthe comunity of Guanico Arriba, district of
Tonosi, died as a result of hantavirus infection on Wed 25 Sep 2002, in the

Links Joaqui n Pabl o Franco Hospital of Las Tablas. Pedro Ri os, Regional Director

of Health fromthe province of Los Santos confirmed this yesterday,
pointing out that this was the second case of hantavirus [pul nonary
syndrone] reported in the district of Tonosi in less than 10 days. He
nentioned that in the preceding week there was a report of a 30-year-old
patient [with hantavirus pul nonary syndrome] fromthe conmunity of Agua
Buena, part of Canas, who was in stable condition.

Hant aviruses are transmitted prinmarily through inhalation of snmall dried
fresh particles contanminated with feces, urine, and/or saliva of rodents.
In total, since the first identification of hantavirus infection in Panana
in 1999, there have been 38 cases of hantavirus pul nonary syndromne
reported, of which 7 have died.

The situation in Tonosi is worrisone, because studies fromthe Corgas
Menmorial Institute have denonstrated an increase in the nunber of rodents
inthis district and have detected a new species of rodent that is
contam nated with hantavirus, according to R os.

Pr oMED- nui |
<pr oned@r onednai | . or g>

[ The hantaviruses are a diverse and numerous group of viruses belonging to
the family _Bunyaviridae_. Hantaviruses differ fromother nenbers of the
_Bunyaviridae_ in that they are not transmitted by arthropods. Certain
speci es are the aetiological agents of haenorrhagic fever with renal
syndrone (predoninantly in the Eastern hem sphere) and others wth

hant avi rus pul nonary syndrome (predom nantly in the Wstern heni sphere).
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The hosts of hantaviruses are primarily rodents, and the different
hant avi rus species are usually associated with a single rodent species.
Human infection is incidental to virus mai ntenance and al nost al ways a
dead-end, with exception of the South Anerican _Andes virus_, which has
exhi bi ted human-to-hunman transm ssion. The present report does not identify
the hantavirus species responsible for these cases of hantavirus pul nonary
syndrone in Panama. Previously, 2 hantaviruses have been isolated in
Panama: Choclo virus (reservoir host - _digoryzonys fulvescens_) and

Cal abazo virus (reservoir host - _Zygodontomys brevicauda_); only the
former has been associated with hantavirus pul monary syndrone. (see :Levis
et al., Journal of Infectious Diseases 177: 529-538, 1998; and Vincent et
al., Virology 277:14-19, 2000). Further information on the identity of the
hant avi rus and rodent host inplicated in the current outbreak would be

wel coned. - Mod. CP]

[see al so

2001

Hant avi rus pul nonary syndrome - Pananma (Los Sant 0s) 20010311. 0500
2000

Hant avi rus pul nonary syndrone - Panana 20000226. 0258

Hant avi rus pul monary syndrone - Pananma (06) 20001128.2071]
..................... npp/ cp/ pg/ mpp
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ProMED- mai | makes every effort to verify the reports that
are posted, but the accuracy and conpleteness of the

i nformation, and of any statenents or opinions based
thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assunes all risks in
using information posted or archived by ProMED nail . I SID

and its associated service providers shall not be held
responsible for errors or onmissions or held liable for any
damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon posted
or archived materi al
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Visit ProMED-mail's web site at <http://ww. pronednail . org>.

Send all items for posting to: proned@r onednai | . org
(NOT to an individual noderator). |f you do not give your
full nane and affiliation, it may not be posted. Send
comrands to subscribe/unsubscribe, get archives, help

etc. to: mmjordono@ronednail.org. For assistance froma
human being send nail to: owner - proned@r onednai | . org.
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