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National |ab finds an extra 120 people nmay have had SARS

TORONTO (CP) - As many as 120 people not on the |list of Canada's probable
or suspect SARS cases may actually have had the disease, testing done by
Heal th Canada's National M crobiology Laboratory has shown.

Experts say it's crucial to find those individuals and figure out whether
they actually had SARS and whether they have spread it to others. "lIt's a
worry. It's an inportant thing to try to figure out why, (and) what this
means," said scientific director Dr Frank Pl unmer.

The Wnnipeg lab, in conjunction with Ontario officials and public health
authorities in the |ocations where the individuals live, is beginning a
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study to track down the people, their doctors, and their contacts to ensure
that other SARS cases aren't simering, undetected, in Toronto and ot her
southern Ontari o communities.

"Look what happened at North York," said | eading SARS expert Dr Donald Low,
referring to North York CGeneral Hospital, the epicentre of Toronto's second
SARS out break. "There was a cluster in a famly that wasn't recogni zed.
Maybe there's a cluster in Belleville that we just haven't recogni zed."
Even if further study shows that no new clusters are simering, the

findi ngs suggest Ontario nust have dodged a few SARS bull ets, the experts
adm t.

Canada has officially recorded 245 probable and 193 suspect cases of SARS
since the disease hit these shores in |ate February, the vast majority in
the Toronto area. One of the puzzling positive test results that Plumrer's
| ab has turned up was for a woman fromBelleville, which is why Low
referred to that city, about 2 hours drive east of Toronto. Another was for
a man fromthe Gey Bruce area, north of Toronto, who had been |listed as a
suspect SARS case in March. The man, who had been believed to have
contracted SARS in Singapore, was eventually struck fromthe list when it
was found he had influenza B, which could have caused his synptons. But
Plummer's lab recently infornmed his |ocal nedical officer of health that

t he man probably had SARS as well.

That case and another like it at North York General suggest it may be tine
to again rewite the definitions of probable and suspect SARS, Low said. A
psychiatric patient at North York who appeared to have SARS in April but
who was not known to have been in contact with a SARS case was eventually
rul ed out when |lab tests showed he had nycopl asma, a pathogen that causes
pneunoni a. Weeks | ater blood tests revealed the nan al so had SARS.

The current definitions allow authorities to rule out a case if another
reasonabl e di agnosis is discovered. The North York and Grey Bruce cases
suggest that that's no |onger an option, Low said, noting that 10 to 15 per
cent of community acquired pneunonias are caused by nore than one agent.
“"It's naive to think to think that people only have infection with one
organism It's naive to think that because sonebody has influenza B that
they couldn't have SARS," he said. Since the SARS out break began, the

W nni peg | ab has been working overtine, processing sanples subnitted from
about 2100 people so far.
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Pl ummer doesn't have enough information on each individual case to
determ ne whet her these 120 people are fal se positives, people who were

I nfected but whose synptons were so mld they didn't neet case definitions
or actual SARS cases who sonehow slipped through public health's nets. He
doesn't even know if they all would have been quarantined, though sone,
like the G ey Bruce man, definitely were. Dr Andrew Sinor, chief

m crobi ol ogi st at Toronto's Sunnybrook and Wonen's Col | ege Heal th Sci ences
Centre, said testing done by their |ab corroborates the Wnnipeg | ab's
findings. "OF course of nost inportance is are these people who are
potentially infectious? And to this point in tinme, |I'mnot aware that any
of these people ... have actually been responsible for transm ssion of

di sease. And ultimately that's what's nost inportant.”

But public health officials cannot afford to assune that just because they
haven't identified that kind of bel owthe-radar transm ssion doesn't nean
It hasn't happened.

[ byline: Helen Branswell]

Henry L N man, PhD

Instructor in Surgery (Bioengineering)
Harvard Medi cal Schoo

51 Bl ossom Street, Room 422

Boston, MA 02114 USA
<henry_ni man@ns. har var d. edu>

[ Many details are unavailable fromthis newswire report: the nethodol ogy of
testing (presumably serology, IgM 19gG?, threshold for positivity), the
denom nator (that is, the total nunber of tests done of which 120 were
positive), the population fromwhich they were drawn (conmmunity-acquired
atypi cal pneunoni a cases?), any contact or clinical data, and so forth.
Wiile the |aw of parsinony is often cited in clinical nedicine, it is true
that it is very possible to have multiple sinultaneous infections -- indeed
some respiratory infections predispose to others. It is also |likely that a
proportion of these are false positive tests and that sone represent true

i nfection. ProVED-nmai|l awaits further details. - Md. LM

[ see al so:
SARS - worl dw de (152): cases 20030619. 1511
SARS - worl dwi de (151): cases 20030618. 1505
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ProMED- mai | makes every effort to verify the reports that
are posted, but the accuracy and conpleteness of the

i nformation, and of any statenents or opinions based
thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assunes all risks in
using informati on posted or archived by ProMED nail. | SID

and its associated service providers shall not be held
responsible for errors or omssions or held liable for any
damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon posted
or archived materi al
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Visit ProMED-nmail's web site at <http://ww. pronednail . org>.

Send all itenms for posting to: pronmed@r onednai |l . org
(NOT to an individual noderator). If you do not give your
full name and affiliation, it my not be posted. Send
commands to subscribe/unsubscri be, get archives, help,
etc. to: majordono@ronednail . org. For assistance froma

human being send nmail to: owner-naj ordono@ronednail . org.
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