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Subject PRO> SARS - worldwide (161): cases

SARS - WORLDWIDE (161): CASES
*****************************
A ProMED-mail post
<http://www.promedmail.org>
ProMED-mail is a program of the
International Society for Infectious Diseases
<http://www.isid.org>

Date: 2 Jul 2003
From: ProMED-mail <promed@promedmail.org>
Source:  WHO SARS website [edited]
<http://www.who.int/csr/don/2003_07_02/en/>

Update 93 - Toronto removed from list of areas with recent local transmission
-------------------------------------
WHO has today removed Toronto, Canada, from its list of areas with 
recent local transmission of SARS. The last probable case was 
detected on 12 Jun 2003 and immediately isolated. When 20 days, or 
twice the incubation period, have passed without detection of a new 
case, the chain of human-to-human transmission is considered broken.

"This is a great achievement for public health in what we hope is the 
final phase of the global emergency," said David Heymann, the WHO 
Executive Director for communicable diseases. "Toronto faced an 
especially challenging outbreak. As we have learned, SARS is a 
difficult disease that produces many surprises and setbacks."

"We should all pay tribute to the health workers and others in Canada 
who had their lives disrupted and threatened by this disease. When 
the virus returned to start a second outbreak, health workers 
continued the fight and have now won it. We also need to remember the 
commitment of Canada's scientists, who rapidly provided information 
about the virus and its epidemiology that has benefited public health 
around the world."

Toronto was among the first areas affected after the virus moved out 
of southern China, in late February 2003, and began to spread 
internationally. WHO advised travellers to avoid all but essential 
travel to Toronto on 23 Apr 2003. The advice was lifted a week later. 
On 14 May 2003, Toronto was removed from the list of areas with 
recent local transmission, only to return on 26 May after the virus 
surfaced in a second outbreak.

All of the earliest and most severe SARS outbreaks have been traced 
to contact with an infected medical doctor from Guangdong Province, 
China, who spent a single night (21 Feb 2003) on the 9th floor of the 
Metropole Hotel in Hong Kong. At least 16 guests and visitors to the 
same floor became infected. One has been identified as the source 
case, at the Princes of Wales Hospital, for the Hong Kong outbreak. 
Others, who carried the virus with them when they returned home, 
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seeded outbreaks in Toronto, Viet Nam, and Singapore.

The mechanisms by which the virus spread from one infected person to 
so many guests and visitors are still not fully understood. No hotel 
staff were infected.

Another mystery is why the SARS virus spreads more efficiently in 
sophisticated hospital settings -- another factor that may have 
contributed to the severity of Toronto's outbreak. Both 
epidemiological and anecdotal evidence suggests that certain 
procedures, such as difficult intubation and use of nebulizers, that 
are more common in sophisticated hospitals also increase the risk of 
infection.

When the outbreak began in Toronto and, simultaneously, at the other 
initial sites, no one was yet aware that a new disease, capable of 
rapid spread within hospitals, had surfaced in China. Hospital staff, 
struggling to save lives, were unaware of the need to protect 
themselves. As a result, the SARS virus spread rapidly within 
hospitals and then out into the wider community as other patients, 
hospital visitors, and close contacts of staff became infected.

After WHO issued the first global alert to SARS, on 12 Mar 2003, all 
countries experiencing imported cases, with the notable exception of 
Taiwan, have been able to either prevent any further cases or keep 
the number of additional cases very small.

With today's change in the status of Toronto, Taiwan now remains the 
last area in the world to have experienced recent local transmission 
of SARS.

--
ProMED-mail
<promed@promedmail.org>

[Barring new cases, Taiwan should be dropped from the list around 9 
Jul 2003.  As noted in the report, Toronto was off the list in the 
past only to have new cases crop up unexpectedly.  Continued 
vigilance is certainly warranted. - Mod.LM]

[see also:
SARS - worldwide (160): cases  20030701.1625
SARS - worldwide (159): cases  20030630.1605
SARS - Worldwide (158): cases 20030627.1588
SARS - worldwide (157): cases 20030626.1580
SARS - worldwide (156): cases 20030625.1566
SARS - worldwide (93): etiology 20030505.1122
SARS - worldwide (87): case definition and diagnostics 20030502.1103
Severe acute respiratory syndrome - worldwide (17) 20030322.0713
Severe acute respiratory syndrome - Worldwide: alert (03) 20030316.0660
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome - Worldwide      20030315.0637
Acute respiratory syndrome - Canada (Ontario)      20030314.0631
Acute respiratory syndrome - East Asia      20030314.0630
Acute respiratory syndrome - China (HK), VietNam (03) 20030313.0624
Undiagnosed illness - Vietnam (Hanoi): RFI      20030311.0595
Pneumonia - China (Guangdong) (07) 20030221.0452
Pneumonia - China (Guangdong): RFI      20030210.0357]
..........lm/pg/lm

*##########################################################*
ProMED-mail makes every effort to  verify  the reports  that
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are  posted,  but  the  accuracy  and  completeness  of  the
information,   and  of  any  statements  or  opinions  based
thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assumes all risks in
using information posted or archived by  ProMED-mail.   ISID
and  its  associated  service  providers  shall not be  held
responsible for errors or omissions or  held liable for  any
damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon  posted
or archived material.
************************************************************
Visit ProMED-mail's web site at <http://www.promedmail.org>.
Send  all  items  for   posting  to:   promed@promedmail.org
(NOT to  an  individual moderator).  If you do not give your
full name and  affiliation, it  may  not  be  posted.   Send
commands  to  subscribe/unsubscribe,   get  archives,  help,
etc. to: majordomo@promedmail.org.    For assistance  from a
human  being  send mail to:  owner-majordomo@promedmail.org.
############################################################
############################################################
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