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Update 96 - Taiwan, China: SARS transnission interrupted in |ast
outbreak area --------------“-“-“--o -

WHO i s today renmoving Taiwan fromits list of areas with recent | ocal
transm ssion of SARS. This achi evement neans that all known chai ns of
per son-to-person transni ssion of the SARS virus have now been broken.

"Wth the |ast known chain of transm ssion interrupted in Taiwan, the
whol e world can breathe an initial sigh of relief,” said Dr David
Heymann, the WHO Executive Director for comuni cabl e diseases. "At
the sane tine, public health nust not let down its guard, as nore
cases could still surface somewhere in the world. SARS has taught us
that a single case is capable of igniting an outbreak."

"Tai wan was unlucky. A lapse in infection control in a single
hospital allowed the outbreak, which had been under good control, to
escalate. But the authorities reacted quickly and appropriately. In
doi ng so, they have al so strengthened capacity to deal with any
future outbreaks."

The | ast reported probable case in Taiwan, and--for the nonent--in
the world, was detected and i solated on 15 June. Two consecuti ve
10-day incubation periods have now passed with no further cases
det ect ed.

The achi evenent comes just slightly nmore than four nonths since the
virus began noving around the world, in late February, along the
routes of international air travel.

Taiwan's first case of SARS occurred in a 54-year-old businessman
with a travel history, in |late February, to Guangdong Province,
China, where the earliest cases of SARS are now known to have
occurred. The busi nessman was hospitalized on 8 March.
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Tai wan eventually had to cope with the third | argest outbreak on
record, including 674 cases and 84 deaths. The | argest outbreaks
occurred in mainland China (5327 cases and 348 deat hs) and Hong Kong
(1755 cases and 298 deat hs).

The outbreak in Taiwan initially grew slowy, with only 23 probabl e
cases detected in the first month. O these, a single health care

wor ker, a doctor, becane infected when he treated the wife of the
busi nessman. All of the earliest cases could be directly linked to
close contact with a SARS patient, or had a history of recent trave
to an area where |l ocal transm ssion was known to be occurring. Only 4
of the early cases resulted from secondary spread within Taiwan.

The out break began to escalate in mid-April following a lapse in

i nfection control procedures, which allowed the disease to spread
rapidly within the hospital setting and then into the wi der
community. In dealing with the emergency that followed, health
authorities rapidly introduced a series of sweeping neasures. The
surveillance system was upgraded and began to deliver the kind of

i nformati on needed for pronpt and targeted action. Hospital
procedures for infection control were tightened, and a | ogistics
system was devel oped to ensure the efficient delivery of protective
equi pnment and ot her suppli es.

Mass education canpai gns persuaded the popul ation to check frequently
for fever and report pronptly at fever clinics, which greatly reduced
the tine between onset of synptons and isolation of patients. The
establ i shnment of a nechanismfor coordinating the response of all

rel evant sectors was another key to Taiwan's success.

The gl obal SARS out break devel oped qui ckly and dranmatically, creating
chal I engi ng and stressful demands on staff and health authorities at
every outbreak site. The contai nnent of SARS required heroic efforts
and extraordi nary neasures that are difficult to sustain over tine.

"Interruption of the | ast known chain of person-to-person

transm ssion has come just in tine. Health systens at every nmjor
outbreak site were strained to the limts of their capacity." said Dr
Heymann

WHO continues to receive runmours of possible cases, which indicates
that surveillance systens are working well. To date, all recently
reported possi ble cases have been aggressively investigated and
determi ned to have other causes. Failure to detect new cases over the
next two weeks will greatly increase confidence that the SARS
coronavirus has indeed been pushed out of its new human host,

al though a return of the disease cannot be ruled out conpletely on
the basis of current know edge.

Pr oMED- mui |
<pr oned@r onednmi | . or g>

[Let us hope this is truly the end of the alarni ng SARS out break.
WHO deserves congratulations in its skillful managenent of this first
gl obal emerging infectious disease of the 21st century. Credit nust
be given to nunerous health care workers (often acting at great
personal risk), infection control practitioners, public health
workers and officials, and | aboratory scientists in bringing the

out break under control, at |least for the present. - Md. LM
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ProMED- mai | nakes every effort to verify the reports that
are posted, but the accuracy and conpleteness of the

i nformati on, and of any statements or opinions based
thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assunes all risks in
using information posted or archived by ProMED nail. | SID

and its associated service providers shall not be held
responsi ble for errors or omssions or held liable for any
damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon posted
or archived material.
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Visit ProMED-mail's web site at <http://ww. pronedmail . org>.

Send all itenms for posting to: pronmed@r onednai | . org
(NOT to an individual noderator). |f you do not give your
full name and affiliation, it nmay not be posted. Send
conmands to subscribe/unsubscri be, get archives, help,
etc. to: maj ordono@ronednail . org. For assistance froma

human being send nmil to: owner-ngjordono@ronednail.org.
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