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Florida: West Nile virus identified in alligators for the first tine

GAI NESVI LLE: University of Florida researchers have identified West Nile
virus in 3 Florida alligators, the first tinme the di sease has been observed
in the North Anerican species. State public health veterinarian Lisa Conti
confirmed on Tue 12 Nov 2002 that the three farmraised alligators tested
positive for the illness |ast nonth.

Oficials at dabrook FarmlInc. in Oange County said hundreds of
alligators being raised there have died suddenly in the |last 4 years, and
now t hey suspect West Nile was at l|least partially to blame. "W thought
maybe sonebody was poi soning them" farm co-owner Kobi Kagen said. "But it
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was not affecting all of the pens. It's strange. It's strange and very sudden."”

Kagen said he's aware of many other farnms which have experienced simlar
sudden-death problens with its alligators. It remains unclear what effect,
if any, the findings will have on the state's alligator farm ng industry.
Local, state, and federal epidem ologists are continuing their

i nvestigation, Conti said.

Pr oMED- mai |
<pr oned@r onednai | . or g>

[This is the first report of West Nile virus infection in a reptile in the
USA. The nature of the diagnostic tests are not stated. Presence of

anti body mi ght indicate no nore than exposure to the nosquito vector.

I solation of virus fromsick aninmals woul d be necessary to substanti ate any
associ ati on between West Nile virus infection and di sease. - Myd. CP]
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Source: Reuters News Service, Wed 13 Nov 2002 [edited]

Florida: West Nile virus found in farnmed alligators

M AM : Epi demi ol ogi sts found West Nile virus in 3 farmraised Florida
alligators, marking the first time the potentially deadly virus has been
found in a US reptile species, health officials said on Wdnesday. They
al so said there was little chance of contracting West N | e di sease by
eating the neat of an infected alligator because cooking destroys the
heat - sensitive virus.

But state officials were still trying to gauge the potential inpact on
Florida's 21 comercial alligator farms, which produced 25 200 hi des and
190 600 pounds (85 770 kg) of nmeat in 2001. Researchers fromthe University
of Florida confirmed that the virus was present in 3 alligators sent froma
comrercial farmin central Florida's Orange County, said Lisa Conti, the
state's public health veterinarian. The tests were conducted after an
unusual spate of deaths at the farm "W would encourage alligator farners
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that have animals that nmay act |ike they have neurol ogical signs to have
themtested for West Nile virus infection,” Conti said. "W don't know to
what extent this would cause | arge outbreaks of illness or death in these
ani mal s. "

The virus previously has been found in [humans], birds, horses, and
squirrels, but the central Florida case marks the first tinme it [has been]
found in alligators in the United States, state and federal health
officials said. "W have a lot to | earn about the natural history of West
Nile virus in alligators at this point,"” Conti said. Epidem ol ogists

surm se that the tough-skinned reptiles got the virus the sanme way hunmans

and other animals do -- fromthe bite of infected nosquitoes. Asked if
humans could contract the virus fromthe bite of an infected alligator,
Conti said, "I think they'd probably be nmuch worse off fromthe general
trauma. "

(byline: Jane Sutton)

sgrenard
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* Pl ease support the 2002 ProMED-nmail |nternet-a-thon! *
* http://ww. i sid.org/ netathon2002. sht m *
* *
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ProVED- mai | makes every effort to verify the reports that
are posted, but the accuracy and conpleteness of the

i nformati on, and of any statenments or opinions based
t hereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assunes all risks in
using information posted or archived by ProMED nuil. | SID

and its associated service providers shall not be held
responsi ble for errors or omssions or held liable for any
damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon posted
or archived material.
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Visit ProMED-mail's web site at <http://ww. pronednail . org>.
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Send all itenms for posting to: pronmed@r onedmai |l . org

(NOT to an individual noderator). |If you do not give your
full nane and affiliation, it my not be posted. Send
commands to subscribe/unsubscri be, get archives, help,
etc. to: nmajordono@ronednail . org. For assistance froma
human being send mail to: owner - pr oned@r onednai | . org.
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