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Date: Sat 16 Nov 2002
From "Patricia Doyle, PhD' <dr_p_doyl e@ot il .conr

I think that another question should be: What does West Nile virus in
Florida alligators tell us about West N le virus and its spread in the US?
The first of the articles that Promed-mail posted [see: West N le virus,
reptiles, alligators - USA (FL) 20021114.5797 - Md. CP] discussed the
possibility that some or many of the deaths of "hundreds"” of alligators in
a 4 year period was caused by West Nile virus. If this is proven, then Wst
Nile virus must have been ingrained in the Florida environment [ong before
theorized. It mght also indicate that West Nile virus was here long before
1999.

Anot her possibility is that West Nile virus was first in the Florida
environment then made its way to New York City. This would nake a case for
entry of West Nile virus into the US [fromthe south rather than the east].
| hope that soneone with expertise in reptile viruses would post comments
on finding West Nile virus in alligators. An arbovirus expert told ne that
finding West Nile virus in alligators was "amazi ng".

Patricia A Doyle, PhD
<dr _p_doyl e@ot nai | . conr

[ see al so:

West Nile virus, reptiles, alligators - USA (FL) (02) 20021115.5815
West Nile virus, reptiles, alligators - USA (FL) 20021114. 5797]
........................ cp/ sh
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* Pl ease support the 2002 ProMED-nmil Internet-a-thon! *

* http://ww.isid.org/netathon2002. shtm *

* *
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ProMED- mai | nmakes every effort to verify the reports that
are posted, but the accuracy and conpleteness of the
i nformati on, and of any statenents or opinions based
thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assunes all risks in
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usi ng informati on posted or archived by ProMED il . I SID
and its associated service providers shall not be held
responsible for errors or omissions or held liable for any
damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon posted
or archived nmaterial .
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Visit ProMED-mail's web site at <http://ww. pronednail . org>.

Send all itenms for posting to: pronmed@r onednmai |l . org
(NOT to an individual noderator). |If you do not give your
full nane and affiliation, it my not be posted. Send
commands to subscribe/unsubscri be, get archives, help,
etc. to: majordonmo@ronednail . org. For assistance froma
human being send nmil to: owner - pr oned@r onednai | . or g.
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