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Bar bary Macaque in Toronto Zoo Succunbs to West Nile Virus Infection
TORONTO O ficials at the Toronto Zoo are | ooking into expanding their
ani mal vaccination programafter a nonkey died as a result of West N le
virus infection. Amps, a Barbary macaque, was put to sleep in August 2002
after beconming very ill. The results of an autopsy were only rel eased Fri
22 Nov 2002.

Since it first surfaced in North Anerica three years ago, Wst N le virus
has been detected in about 230 species, including horses, birds, reindeer,
and even alligators. But zoo officials say this may be the first North
Anerican case of the virus showing up in a non-human primte. At 25, Anps
is thought to have been one of the ol dest Barbary macaques in the world.
Scientists say that, just as with hunans, his age nade hi m nore susceptible
to the disease.

"On the whole, the picture of West Nile is like it is in people," said Dr.

lan Barker, a professor at the Ontario Veterinary College in Guelph. "It is
only the rare individual that gets infected, and only the rare individual
who dies." Still, zoo officials aren't taking any chances. They've

previously vacci nated birds, zebras and rhinos. Now, the vaccination
program may be extended to cover all 5000 aninals at the zoo.

Dal e E. Reddi ck
<der eddi ck@sl c. net >

[ Dal e Reddi ck has added the follow ng commentary: " This CBC report

i ndi cates what appears to be the first non-experinental nortality of a
non- human primate in the Western Hem sphere due to West Nile virus. The
speci es involved is the Barbary nmacaque (_Macaca syl vanus_), a close
relative to the rhesus macaque (_Macaca nulatta_), which is a principa
subj ect of bionmedical research. It nmay be advi sable to have captive
popul ati ons of NHPs vacci nated agai nst West Nile virus, given what has now
been found in Toronto." - Mod. CP]
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ProMED- nai | mekes every effort to verify the reports that
are posted, but the accuracy and conpleteness of the

i nformati on, and of any statements or opinions based
t hereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assunes all risks in
using informati on posted or archived by ProMED nail . ISID

and its associated service providers shall not be held
responsible for errors or omissions or held [iable for any
damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon posted
or archived nmaterial .
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Visit ProMED-mail's web site at <http://ww. pronednuil . org>.

Send all itenms for posting to: promed@r onednmai |l . org
(NOT to an individual noderator). |If you do not give your
full nane and affiliation, it my not be posted. Send
conmands to subscribe/unsubscri be, get archives, help

etc. to: nmjordono@ronednail.org. For assistance froma
human being send mail to: owner - pr oned@r onednai | . or g.
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