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4 academic leaders
assume new posts

Saint Louis University has
four new academic lead-

ers: an interim provost, dean
of the School of Public
Health, an interim dean of the
John Cook School of Business
and an interim dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences.

Dr. Joseph Weixlmann,
who joined SLU as the dean
of the College of Arts and
Sciences in the summer of
2001, has been selected as
interim provost. He succeeds
Sandra Johnson (A&S ’73),
who has returned to the fac-
ulty full time. Johnson holds
the Tenet Endowed Chair in
Health Law and Ethics. 

Weixlmann joined SLU last

SLU service hits
a record high

Saint Louis University is
reaching out to the com-

munity in record numbers,
and SLU volunteerism is at an
all-time high. According to
the report “Beyond the
Classroom: Service for
Others,” SLU students, facul-
ty and staff contributed nearly
489,505 service hours in 2001
to help the community. The
increase is up from 439,000
hours the prior year.
University volunteers also
assisted nearly 3,000 churches
and social service agencies in
2001 — a dramatic increase
from 1,300 the previous year. 

year from Indiana State
University, where he had
served as dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences since
1994.  

Other appointments
include Dr. E. Andrew Balas
as the dean of the School of
Public Health, Dr. Leroy
Grossman as the interim dean
of the John Cook School of
Business and Michael May,
S.J. (A&S ’81), as interim
dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences.

Balas was the Weil
Distinguished Professor and
director of the Center for
Health Care Quality at the
University of Missouri-
Columbia. He received a
doctorate in health informat-
ics from the University of

Soccer attendance
tops the nation

The Saint Louis University
men’s soccer program

strengthened its position as
one of the nation’s top colle-
giate soccer attractions as the
Billikens led all NCAA
Division I programs in aver-
age attendance during the
2001 season. SLU averaged
2,870 fans for 13 home dates
at Robert R. Hermann
Stadium and has led the

Utah School of Medicine and
a medical degree from
Semmelweis University
School of Medicine in
Budapest, Hungary. Dr.
William True, who served as
interim dean during the
search, has returned to his
full-time faculty position.

Grossman replaces Dr. Neil
Seitz, who announced his
intention to resign as dean in
February. Seitz has returned
to the finance department
faculty. Grossman joined the
SLU faculty in 1963 as an
associate professor. He served
as the chairman of the eco-
nomics department from
1997 to 2000 and has
received numerous academic
honors and awards. 

May is stepping in for
Weixlmann, as he assumes
the interim provost position.
May is the chairman of the
department of mathematics
and mathematical computer
science. He has been a mem-
ber of the faculty since 1988,
was president of the college’s
faculty council during the
1998-99 school year and last
year received the College of
Arts and Sciences
Outstanding Teacher Award.

AHP department
debuts new
degree program

The department of clinical
laboratory science at the

Doisy School of Allied Health
Professions has established a
bachelor of science degree in
investigative and medical sci-
ences. The degree prepares
students for advanced study in
medically related areas such as
medicine, dentistry, physician
assistant, veterinary sciences,
pharmacology, microbiology,
pathology, forensics and pub-
lic health. In addition, career
entry opportunities at the bac-
calaureate level are numerous.
The IMS curriculum provides
graduates with a competitive
edge for research associate and
other technical positions in
university, biotechnological,
pharmaceutical and govern-
ment laboratories.

nation in average attendance
two of the last three seasons.
The men’s team also led in
total attendance with 37,306
fans. The Billikens were
among the nation’s top 10 in
average attendance through-
out the 1990s, but this is only
the second time that they
have led the country. The
women’s soccer team ranked
25th nationally in average
attendance at 686 fans per
game. 

Ring Award 
goes to Doyle

Dr. John Doyle, a profes-
sor in the department of

philosophy, received the 2002
Nancy McNeir Ring Award.
Presented annually since
1966, the award recognizes an
outstanding faculty member
of the year as chosen by
members of Alpha Sigma Nu,
the Jesuit honor society. The
award is the only student-
sponsored teaching award that
encompasses all schools of the
University. The award was
established to honor Nancy
McNeir Ring, the
University’s first dean of
women who was known for
her devotion to the welfare of
students. A faculty member at
SLU since 1967, Doyle spe-
cializes in late medieval phi-
losophy. He is the author of
nearly 40 journal articles, 25
encyclopedia entries and three
translation volumes of Latin
philosophical writings. 
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By The Numbers

155 SLU student-athletes named
to Conference USA’s Commis-
sioner’s Honor Roll for 2001-02.
Honorees maintain a cumulative
grade point average of 3.0 or better
and participate in a conference-
sponsored sport.

45 SLU student-athletes who
received the Commissioner’s
Academic Medal by maintaining a
cumulative GPA of 3.75 or above. 

237 Faculty physicians who practice
in 15 SLUCare clinical departments. 

$17.95 million Amount the
Vaccine Treatment and Evaluation
Unit at the Center for Vaccine
Development received from the
National Institutes of Health. The
grant is the largest in SLU’s history.

$37.8 million Research grant
and contract research revenue
achieved for fiscal year 2001. The
number is an all-time high.

Dr. Sharon E. Frey, associate
professor of infectious diseases and
immunology at the School of
Medicine, was selected as a distin-
guished finalist for the 2001
Humanism in Medicine Award, an
annual honor sponsored by the
Association of American Medical
Colleges through the support of
the Pfizer Medical Humanities
Initiative. … The University began
a yearlong, campus-wide effort in
February to study the athletics pro-
gram as part of the NCAA
Division I athletics certification
program. Specific areas of the
study are: academic and fiscal
integrity, governance and rules
compliance, as well as commitment
to equity, student-athlete welfare
and sportsmanship. … The head of
the Federal Aviation
Administration, Jane F. Garvey,
discussed the effects of the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks and what’s being
done to keep the skies safe during a
campus lecture in April. Garvey
also received the Vanguard Award,
an honor given by Parks College of
Engineering and Aviation for out-
standing contributions to aviation
safety. … U.S. Rep. Jesse Jackson
Jr. was the featured speaker during
April’s annual Calloway Prayer
Brunch, an event sponsored by
SLU’s Black Alumni Association
and the Black Student Alliance that
raises funds for scholarships that
assist African-American students.
… SLU has been selected as the
site for the 2002 Conference
USA Men’s Soccer
Tournament Nov. 15-17 at
Robert R. Hermann Stadium. The
Billikens also hosted the C-USA
Tournament in 2000, claiming the
title on their home pitch.

Busch Center 
rehab under way

Afavorite campus gather-
ing place has closed its

doors for approximately 15
months as improvements
recently approved by the
board of trustees are under
way at Busch Memorial
Center. Renovation and
expansion of BMC began in
early June with a targeted
completion date of August
2003. Plans call for the trans-
formation of BMC, built in
1967, into a modern student
and alumni center that will
include an enhanced book
store, florist, copy center,
grand ballroom, lounges, cof-
fee shop and unisex salon,
along with a grocery store and
food court run by Chartwells,
the University’s new food
provider. In all, there will be
51,000 square feet of new
construction and 100,500
square feet of renovation. As
part of the project, an
enclosed breezeway will con-

GRAND OPENING: Francis Slay (Law ’80), mayor of
St. Louis, addresses the audience assembled for the grand
opening of the Saint Louis University Cancer Center on
March 20. Dr. James Hardin, Cancer Center deputy
director (seated left); Dr. D. Douglas Miller (B&A ’99),
Cancer Center acting director; Crystal Haynes, Saint
Louis University Hospital CEO; and Patty Peterson,
Cancer Center Gala chairwoman, look on. The SLU
Cancer Center is operated and funded by Saint Louis
University and Tenet Healthcare. It occupies 55,000
square feet of space at 3655 Vista Ave., in Saint Louis
University Hospital’s West Pavilion, formerly Bethesda
General Hospital. 

SLU wins C-USA 
academic award 

Saint Louis University
received Conference

USA’s Institutional Excellence
Award for the seventh con-
secutive year. The award is
given to the member school
with the highest cumulative
grade point average during
the academic year for all stu-
dent-athletes in conference-
sponsored sports. Saint Louis
University student-athletes
compiled a 3.28 GPA during
the 2001-02 academic year.
Saint Louis University has
won the award every year of
Conference USA’s existence.
In addition, the Sport
Academic Award is given to
the team in each conference-
sponsored sport with the
highest grade point average
for the academic year. The
Billikens won seven individ-
ual sport honors: baseball,
men’s cross country, women’s
cross country, women’s soc-
cer, softball, women’s swim-
ming and diving and
volleyball.

nect BMC to Kelley
Auditorium. SLU students
indicated their support for the
student center project by pass-
ing a Student Government
Association resolution in April
2001 to assess a student fee to
help fund the renovation. 
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Sword goes to
Nancy Brinker

Nancy Goodman Brinker
is the latest recipient of

the University’s Sword of
Ignatius Loyola Award. The
award was presented at the
opening gala of the Saint
Louis University Cancer
Center April 12 at the Ritz-
Carlton Hotel in Clayton,
Mo. The U.S. Ambassador to
Hungary, Brinker established
the Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation in 1982 in
honor of her sister, who died
of breast cancer in 1980.
Today, the Komen
Foundation is a leader in the
field of breast cancer educa-
tion, screening and treatment.
It is the largest private funding
source for breast cancer
research and community out-
reach programs. Named in
honor of the founder of the
Jesuits, the sword is the
University’s highest honor,
symbolizing the Ignatian
vision of service.

Hospitality 
and food service 
program begins

Amid a revival in the trav-
el and tourism and food

service industries, the School
for Professional Studies is
launching new degree pro-
gram offerings in hospitality
and food service management.
Classes began this summer for
a post-bachelor’s certificate or
minor in hospitality and food
service management within
the existing organizational
studies major. Both programs
will provide students with
advanced exposure to key
industry-specific topics, such
as catering and events coordi-
nation, food and beverage
management, loss prevention
and service management. 

ST. LOUIS STARS: Paul Reinert, S.J., Saint Louis
University’s chancellor emeritus and past president who died
in July 2001, was one of five “stars” inducted during the
14th annual Walk of Fame ceremony May 19 in the
University City Loop. The walk includes brass stars and
bronze plaques on sidewalks along Delmar Boulevard that
honor individuals from the St. Louis area who have made
major contributions to the city’s cultural heritage. Other
2002 honorees were actress Marsha Mason, syndicated car-
toonist and Pulitzer Prize winner Mike Peters, former foot-
ball Cardinal Dan Dierdorf and famed fighter Archie
Moore. Above, Reinert’s star and description. 

COACHING CHANGE: Brad Soderberg (above) became
the 23rd head coach of the men’s basketball program during a
press conference April 12. Soderberg joined the Billikens for
the 2001-02 season as the top assistant under Lorenzo Romar,
who left SLU to accept the head coaching job at the University
of Washington, his alma mater. Before coming to SLU,
Soderberg was Wisconsin’s interim head coach. Boasting a
career record of 131-73 as a head coach, Soderberg compiled a
16-10 record at Wisconsin and became the first coach to lead
the Badgers to the NCAA Tournament in his first season.
Soderberg has named Anthony Beane, Jason Grunkemeyer
and Angres Thorpe as his full-time assistant coaches. 

Fund will invest 
in technology

The board of trustees has
approved the establish-

ment of a technology transfer
fund within the University’s
endowment to develop, sup-
port and seek investment
returns on the research and
technology activities of the
University. With an initial
allotment of $5 million, the
fund will support University-
based start-up companies;
provide funds for University
inventors to build prototypes
for potential inventions; and
invest in St. Louis-based ven-
ture capital funds to help pro-

mote advances in life and
plant sciences, biotechnology
and related information tech-
nology. SLU’s patent policy
distributes 40 percent of net
license-derived income to the
inventor, with the remaining
funds divided between the
inventor’s department, the
inventor’s college or institu-
tional unit and the technology
transfer office. The University
shares in the proceeds to
recover cost and expenses; to
secure additional support for
University researchers; to
improve University facilities;
and to reward innovative per-
sonnel.

X
\H
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The July 1967 issue of Saint Louis
University Magazine featured a story
on the retirement of Nancy
McNeir Ring, the first dean of
women. Known as an honest,
accessible and caring administrator,
Ring often invited groups of stu-
dents for tea in her Chouteau
House office. “We need more
contact with persons like Miss
Ring,” one student said. “She’s a
bridge between generations.” Ring
was dean of women for 24 of her
37 years with SLU.

The issue also reported on sev-
eral new buildings on campus.
Among them: Busch Memorial
Center, a $3,252,000 facility that
would open in September; Ritter
Hall, a modern classroom building
to open in the summer; and
Griesedieck Hall, one of four new
residence centers. All were part of
a $53 million, 10-year develop-
ment program.

Quotable UTAS: “Do we not
have evidence, on all sides, that
the circumstances of modern life,
not just in Nazi Germany or in
Soviet Russia or in Communist
China, but in the United States as
well, encourage the notion that
not only science, but scientists,
may be required to engage directly
in war?” — Henry Steele Commager,
who received the 1967 Wilma and
Roswell Messing Jr. Literary Award
and whose remarks on campus were
printed in a story headlined, “The
Lowering of Higher Education.”

Sign of the times: It was report-
ed that Daniel L. Schlafly would
be the new chairman of the board
of trustees. Schlafly was the first
layman to head SLU’s board,
which had been reorganized in
January to include 18 lay people
and 10 Jesuits. SLU was the first
major Catholic university to give
control to such a board. 
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5 named ‘Women
of the Year’

The women’s commission
has honored five mem-

bers from the University
community as the 2002
Women of the Year. The
commission honors a woman
administrator, faculty mem-
ber, professional staff member,
support staff member and stu-
dent for outstanding contribu-
tions to the University. This
year’s winners are Dana
Underwood, associate dean
for the School of Law; Mary
Fran Ernst (PS ’82), associate
professor for the department
of pathology; Lori Flanagan,
senior associate director for
athletics; Anita Suzanne
Poole, executive secretary for
the College of Arts and
Sciences; and April Weiss, an
elementary education major.

COMMENCEMENT: Saint Louis University held its
2002 commencement exercises May 18 at Savvis Center
with approximately 1,700 students receiving degrees. Dr.
Alice Bourke Hayes, president of the University of San
Diego and former executive vice president and provost at
SLU, was the commencement speaker. She, along with
three others, received honorary degrees. Above, Hayes
(second from left) poses with this year’s other honorary
degree recipients: (from left) Bishop Joseph Lee Han-taek,
S.J. (A&S ’65, Grad ’67, ’72), the auxiliary bishop of
Seoul, Korea; Hayes; St. Louis community leader Mary
Ann Barrett Shanahan; and Michael Shanahan (B&A
’61), chairman of the board and chief executive officer for
Engineered Support Systems Inc. 

Soccer Billikens
go early in draft

Saint Louis University All-
Americans Brad Davis and

Dipsy Selolwane were select-
ed in Major League Soccer’s
2002 SuperDraft. Davis was
the third selection overall by
the MetroStars, while
Selolwane was the 36th pick
overall in the third round by
Chicago. A 2001 Hermann
Trophy candidate, Davis tied
Syracuse’s Jarett Park as the
NCAA national leader in

NCA visit yields
good feedback

The University welcomed
evaluators in April as a

site team for the North
Central Association visited
campus. “While the final
report of the site team is yet
to be released, their overall
opinion was extremely posi-
tive and cause for much cele-
bration,” said University
President Lawrence Biondi,
S.J. In preparation for the
visit, SLU prepared an institu-
tional self-study report that
follows the theme “A Decade
of Renaissance.” The report
describes the state of the
University and changes that
have transpired during the last
10 years. The University has
been accredited by the NCA’s
Commission on Institutions of
Higher Education since 1916.
The NCA is one of six
accrediting agencies in the
United States that provides
institutional accreditation on a
regional basis.

assists. He turned pro after the
completion of his sophomore
season. The 2001 Conference
USA Player of the Year and a
national Player of the Year
candidate, Selolwane’s 54
points (25 goals, four assists)
was the Billikens’ best total
since 1995. He led the nation
in goals scored and tied
SMU’s Luchi Gonzalez for
the national lead in total
points. 
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steady stream of students, fac-
ulty and staff poured into
what was once known as
O’Donnell Hall May 16 and

17 for a sneak peak at Saint Louis
University’s newest campus attraction.
The former home of the School of
Public Health and the Graduate School
no longer held offices and classrooms.
Instead, the 102-year-old French revival
mansion had been transformed into
55,000-square-feet of intimate, yet spa-
cious, galleries for the University’s
extensive collection of sculpture, draw-
ings, paintings and other artwork. 

The Saint Louis University Museum
of Art, which opened to the public June
11, offers art and displays relevant to the
Jesuit philosophy and ideals of liberal
arts education. National and internation-
ally acclaimed artists — including

Richard Serra, Arnoldo Pomodoro,
Renato Laffranchi, Joachim Probst,
Roberta de la Vega and Miguel
Martinez — are represented, along with
local artists such as Thomas Huck,
Edward Boccia, Moira Lewis, Mary
Borgman, Billyo and Morton D. May.
Works from members of the SLU com-
munity are displayed as well.

“Aesthetic enrichment is an important
component of a Saint Louis University
education,” said University President
Lawrence Biondi, S.J. “The arts intro-
duce us to myriad cultures and diverse
interpretations of human life, the beauty
of nature and the presence of God in all
things. Through the arts, we have the
opportunity to develop intuition, appre-
ciation, imagination and insight.”

Cannon Design served as architect for
the museum, and McCarthy was the

construction manager for the fast-track
project, which began in September and
was completed in May. A sculpture gar-
den will be created behind the museum
that will be used for alumni and
University receptions. 

Biondi said the museum should bene-
fit Midtown St. Louis as well as SLU.
“The Saint Louis University Museum of
Art enhances our ability to develop an
all-encompassing art education outreach
program to serve our metropolitan St.
Louis community,” he said. “It also
increases opportunities for SLU’s fine
and performing arts program and
enriches the intellectual capital of the St.
Louis area.”

The museum’s first floor opens into
two large galleries that feature the open-
ing exhibit of self-taught Italian artist
Renato Laffranchi on display through

A

Saint Louis University unveils an extensive art museum right on campus.
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Clockwise from above: The first floor gallery featuring
works by Renato Laffranchi; a conference room on the
second floor; the sculpture “Quo Vadis” by James Muir
at the base of the front staircase; the Lucia P. May
Gallery featuring “The Horse Series” by Joachim
Probst. 
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mid-fall. The first floor also includes a
museum shop that features postcards of
works found in the collection, as well as
other items that capture the spirit of
SLUMA.

The second floor is home to a 14-
piece glass masterpiece by world-
renowned artist Dale Chihuly and a
works on paper gallery featuring the
work of St. Louis-based woodcut print-
er Thomas Huck. Another gallery on
this floor exhibits 108 pen and ink horse
drawings from a rotating collection of
more than 600 pieces by Joachim Probst
donated by Lucia P. May of the Morton
D. May family. A sculpture gallery, a
decorative arts gallery, featuring Lotton
glass, and a library for future use by art
historians and scholars complete the sec-
ond level.

The other two floors highlight the
Cartier collection, historical items and
pieces relocated from the John and Ann
MacLennan Gallery of Asian Art. The
latter collection features approximately
2,500 pieces of art carved from wood,
amber, coral, ivory, jade, enamel and
metal. Although the MacLennans never
visited Asia, over 60 years they amassed
one of the largest private collections of
Asian art in the Midwest.

The Cartier collection displays more
than 2,000 pieces of family memorabilia

and fine art donated to the University
by Marion Rumsey Cartier, daughter of
Pierre Cartier, founder of Cartier
Jewelers. The University has received
Cartier’s entire collection of 710 paint-
ings, spanning five decades, plus works
of art by 19th and 20th century artists.

SLU curator Nanette E. Boileau is
director of SLUMA. She and Biondi
acknowledge the support of both the
museum advisory committee
and members of the St. Louis
arts community in making the
museum a reality. 

“With their support we hope
initially to develop an exhibition
schedule and community out-
reach program that fulfills the
needs and expectations of the
SLU community and the St.
Louis region,” Boileau said.
“Once those programs are in
place, we will propose to partner
with various University academ-
ic departments to explore poten-
tial art restoration and art
administration programs.” 

Admission to the museum is
free, with a small fee for special
exhibits. For hours, volunteer
opportunities or more informa-
tion, call (314) 977-3399. �

Clockwise from above left: The second floor
installation “The Sea of Maximilian Kolbe”
by Moira Lewis, a SLU academic adviser;
“The Gallery” by Arlene LaDell Hayes; “That
Curious Poppy” by Centava; “Persian from
the Cobalt Blue Series with Red Lip” by
Dale Chihuly; “Mother and Child” by Bill
Keating in a second floor sculpture gallery.
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The building housing the Saint Louis
University Museum of Art originally
was built in 1900 as the home of the St.
Louis Club at a cost of $320,000. An
architectural competition in 1896 deter-
mined the designer and style of the
building, with Arthur Dillon of New
York firm Friedlander and Dillon cho-
sen to be the principal architect. The
idea for St. Louis’ 1904 World’s Fair is
said to have surfaced at a dinner at the
St. Louis Club, and much of the plan-
ning took place there. The club then
purchased 14 paintings from among
those exhibited at the World’s Fair.
These formed the nucleus of a collection
that became one of the best-regarded
private collections in the city.

For its first quarter century, the build-
ing located at 3663 Lindell Blvd. was
the center of St. Louis social life and was
visited by a number of U.S. presidents,
including Presidents Cleveland,
McKinley, Taft, Roosevelt, Wilson and

Harding. Herbert Hoover was enter-
tained there while he served as secretary
of commerce. During their visits to St.
Louis, Taft, Wilson and Hoover were
lodged in a suite on the third floor of
the building.

A fire in 1925 led to the end of the
St. Louis Club era on Lindell. Despite
only minor damage, the building was
sold. The building was used by a succes-
sion of companies over the years until
the University purchased the building in
1992 from Dr. Francis E. O’Donnell Jr.
The building was the home of the SLU
Graduate School and the School of
Public Health and was known as
O’Donnell Hall in honor of Doris
O’Donnell, Francis’ mother and a long-
time employee and director of alumni
relations at the University. Designated as
a historic landmark, the structure is dis-
tinguished for its architectural character,
features and rich detail. 

A Bit of History

Clockwise from far left: Small galleries on
the third floor; a view of the main staircase
from the fourth floor; the exterior of the
museum at dusk; a sampling of the more
than 1,600 netsuke on display in the muse-
um’s John and Ann MacLennan Collection
of Asian Art. A netsuke is a pendant or tog-
gle that serves as a counter weight to a per-
sonal item fastened by cord to a kimono.
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s if he didn’t have enough to
worry about. 

Hector Bird was walk-
ing toward Anheuser-Busch Auditorium
in Cook Hall where University
President Lawrence Biondi, S.J., was
about to address candidates for the
Presidential Scholarship. Bird glanced
over and saw a young man in a tuxedo.  

“Oh great,” thought the 18-year-old
about his khakis and crisply pressed shirt.
“I’m way underdressed for this.”  

Although they are not supposed to
sweat the small stuff, Bird and the other
candidates vying for SLU’s most presti-
gious and financially lucrative academic
award could not seem to help it. It was
Presidential Scholarship interview week-
end, and 100 of the brightest and most
talented high school seniors in the coun-
try were on campus to interview for the
award. Of the group, only 30 would
receive the full cost (tuition, room
and board, book stipend) scholarship.

The approximate total value over four
years: $120,000.

Bird, who would like to study aero-
nautical science at Saint Louis
University, was relieved to discover that
the man he saw in a tuxedo was a mem-
ber of the University’s choral group that
would perform before Biondi’s address.
Still, he found plenty of other things to
occupy his mind.

“You may be at the top of your class
back home,” said Bird, a senior at Pope
John Paul II High School in Boca
Raton, Fla. “But here you’re a little fish
in a sea of talent. I just hope I’m good
enough.”

Like the other 99 candidates invited
to the campus for the weekend, Bird is
good enough academically. You do not
get to the interview weekend, the final
round of competition, unless you meet
the academic criteria — at least a 3.85

GPA and a 30 ACT or 1320 SAT score.
Of the nearly 6,000 students who

applied to enter Saint Louis University
in the fall of 2002, approximately 500
met these criteria.

Individual counselors from the office
of undergraduate admission spend several
weeks reviewing student files and going
over the applications to winnow the list
as much as possible. Then, they meet as a
group to select the 100 students who will
be brought to campus to interview for
the scholarship. Special attention is paid
to students who demonstrate leadership
qualities and a deep commitment to ser-
vice. Among those who stood out: a stu-
dent who was a U.S. athletic ambassador
to Australia and New Zealand, an appli-
cant who was a delegate to the Model
United Nations at a national conference
in Washington, D.C., a student who was
chosen to deliver a speech at a youth

rally during a papal visit, a student
who composed his own music andB y  m a r i e d i l g

The best high school students

in the country compete for the

University’s most prestigious

scholarship.

A
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one who received literary awards for
short stories and plays. 

“These kids are truly amazing,” said
Kristin Frazier (Law ’96), undergraduate
scholarship coordinator in the office of
scholarship/financial aid and coordinator
of the Presidential Scholarship weekend.
“You can’t help but be in quite a bit of
awe as you read through their applica-
tions and résumés. You wonder how in
the world they had the time to accumu-
late all the experiences and knowledge
they have and still be warm, welcoming
and socially adept.” 

The Talent Pool

The Presidential Scholars Program
was one of the first initiatives Biondi

undertook as president of the University.
When he asked faculty members what
they thought it would take to get the
highest caliber students into SLU class-
rooms the answer was unanimous —
scholarships.

In 1988, Biondi established the
Presidential Scholarship, the Deans’
Scholarship and the University

Scholarship. Of the three, only the
Presidential Scholarship is a full academ-
ic scholarship.

The Presidential Scholarship is renew-
able, and eligibility extends over a maxi-
mum of eight semesters or until
completion of a baccalaureate degree,
whichever comes first. It is designed not
only to attract students of achievement but
also to ensure that they experience and
contribute to the full range of intellectual,
social and spiritual opportunities that are
the trademarks of a SLU education. 

“My rationale for making this multi-
million dollar investment was simple,”

The 2001-02 Saint
Louis University
Presidential Scholars.


