POLITICS OF THE DEVELOPING WORLD
POLS 1510
Fall 2017
Mon/Wed 2:10 am - 3:25 pm
Spring Hall #141

Professor- J.D. Bowen
Office- McGannon #149
Email- jbowen5@slu.edu
Phone- 314.977.4239

Office hours- Monday and Wednesday (12:00-1:00) or by appointment.
*I am in my office quite a bit, so it shouldn’t be difficult to find me outside of my office hours.
The easiest way to make an appointment is via email.

Course Description and Objectives:
Welcome! I hope this is a fun and interesting class. This course explores the political process at
work in non-Western countries. We ask questions about why certain countries experience
revolution, economic development, religious fundamentalism, stable democracy, ethnic conflict,
famine, or effective judicial systems, among many topics. At an intuitive (and biological) level
we know that there is something that makes the human inhabitants of the planet remarkably
similar to one another. But at second glance, we are also incredibly diverse. In this class we will
ponder this basic question of similarity and difference, and ask the following question: how do
these similarities and differences impact the ways societies are governed?
As the previous paragraph implies, this is an enormous area of study to try to cover in one
semester. In order to narrow it down to something more manageable I have structured the course
around the three Ds- democracy, dictatorship, and development. Many of the most pressing
issues of our time fit into one, two, or all three of these categories. The questions and problems
we will be discussing in the course are both empirical (i.e., How is country X governed? Why is
the US rich and Cambodia poor?) and normative (i.e., What is a just social order? Should human
rights or environmental concerns take precedence over concerns about sovereignty and/or
economic development?) My hope is that you leave this course with a solid grounding in the
major concepts and theories that we use to understand politics in the developing world, a greater
understanding of the various countries and political systems that we will study throughout the
course of the semester, and an ability to interact with the world beyond the US’s borders in an
informed and responsible manner.
Welcome!
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Required texts:
All required texts are available for purchase at the Saint Louis University Bookstore in the Busch
Student Center. There are a small number of readings that are not in any of the assigned books. I
will send these to you via email during the first week of the semester.
The required books for the course are:
Alan Draper and Ansil Ramsay. 2015. The Good Society: An Introduction to Comparative
Politics, 3rd edition. New York: Pearson Longman.
*NOTE: This book is available in on-line format for half the price of the paper version which is
in the bookstore. The two versions are identical. The on-line version is available at
http://www.coursesmart.com/students. From this webpage you can enter the name of the book or
the authors and purchase the on-line version.
Kang Chol-hwan. 2005. The Aquariums of Pyongyang: Ten Years in the North Korean Gulag.
New York: Basic Books.
David Mares and Harold Trinkunas. 2016. Aspirational Power: Brazil on the Long Road to
Global Influence. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press.

Course requirements and grading:
Mid-term exam: 30% of final grade
This exam will be given in class on October 18th and will consist of short answer and essay
questions.
Final exam: 30% of final grade
This exam will be comprehensive and similar in format to the mid-term exam. It will be given
during the assigned final exam period for our class (Monday, Dec. 18th @ 2:00pm).
*NOTE: You are required to be present for the final exam, so if you are planning to leave town
for the holidays, please plan accordingly. Everyone must take the exam on Dec. 18th. No
exceptions will be made.
2 short policy papers (2-3 pages): 15% of final grade each (30% total)
These papers are an opportunity to use the concepts and skills developed in the course to analyze
important current political and/or economic issues in the developing world. Students should have
their topics approved by the professor in advance. The first paper is due any time before the
midterm exam (OCTOBER 16th) and the second is paper is due by the final day of regular
classes (DECEMBER 11th). I will email all students guidelines for this assignment during the 2nd
week of class.
*NOTE TO HONORS STUDENTS: For one of the two papers (you can choose which) you
should write a substantially longer paper (approximately 8-10 pages). Accordingly, this paper
should contain substantially more detail and analysis. You should discuss your ideas for this
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paper with the professor as early as possible in the semester. The longer paper will count for 10
points more than is indicated above.

Class participation: 10% of final grade
Your attendance and active participation are vital to the success of this course. Different students
participate in different ways. At a minimum, students should come to class on time having read
and thought about the assigned readings for that class. I expect that all students will make a
contribution to class discussions through comments, questions, criticisms, and analysis of the
assigned readings. In assigning grades, quality of participation will take precedence over quantity
of participation (hence, students who participate frequently but without giving much thought to
their comments/questions are not at an advantage compared to the student who offers occasional
but insightful analysis and questions).

Final letter grades will be assigned that correspond to the following numeric scale:
A
A-

93-100
90-92

B+
B
B-

87-89
83-86
80-82

C+
C
C-

77-79
73-76
70-72

D
F

60-70
below 60

Additional resources:
In addition to the required readings, there is a wealth of additional material that you may wish to
consult throughout the semester (for your research paper, for example) or in the future. Below is
a partial list of resources that you may find useful. Most (if not all) of these can be accessed
through the library’s e-journals website. I have broken them down by region for convenience.
*US/UK Newspapers and magazines with generally good coverage of the developing world:
New York Times
Washington Post
The Economist
Foreign Policy
Foreign Affairs
*Political Science journals and news magazines that regularly cover the developing world:
Comparative Politics
Current History
Foreign Affairs
Foreign Policy
Journal of Democracy
World Politics
*Latin America:
Bulletin of Latin American Research
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Journal of Latin American Studies
Latin American Politics and Society
Latin American Research Review
NACLA Report on the Americas
*Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union:
Post-Soviet Politics
Europe-Asia Studies
Slavic Review
Demokratizatsiya
*Africa:
Journal of Modern African Studies
Journal of Asian and African Politics
Journal of African Economics
Africa Today
Africa Confidential
*Middle East:
Middle East Journal
Middle East Policy
British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies
International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies
Harvard Middle Eastern and Islamic Review
*Asia:
Asian Survey
Journal of Asian Studies
Pacific Affairs
China Quarterly

Attendance and participation:
I do not consider class time to be a time simply to review the assigned readings. We will cover
materials during class that are not in the readings (and we will not cover every single point from
the readings in class). Class attendance is, therefore, imperative. If you must miss class for an
approved reason (e.g.; illness, death or medical emergency in the immediate family, Universitysponsored activities), please let me know via email as soon as possible. You are responsible for
all materials covered in class, whether you are physically present or not. Make-up exams will be
given only under the most extraordinary of circumstances.
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Classroom courtesy:
Out of respect for all of those in class, all cell phones, pagers, and any other noisemaking devices
must be turned OFF during the entire class period and during exams. Laptop computers may be
used in class provided they do not make noise that disturbs those around you. I reserve the right
to ask you to turn off and put away your computer if it is creating a disruption.

Students with disabilities:
In recognition that people learn in a variety of ways and that learning is influenced by multiple
factors (e.g., prior experience, study skills, learning disability), resources to support student
success are available on campus. Students who think they might benefit from these resources can
find out more about:
• Course-level support (e.g., faculty member, departmental resources, etc.) by
asking your course instructor.
• University-level support (e.g., tutoring/writing services, Disability Services) by
visiting the Student Success Center (BSC 331) or by going to
www.slu.edu/success.
Students who believe that, due to a disability, they could benefit from academic accommodations
are encouraged to contact Disability Services at 314-977-8885 or visit the Student Success
Center. Confidentiality will be observed in all inquiries. Course instructors support student
accommodation requests when an approved letter from Disability Services has been received and
when students discuss these accommodations with the instructor after receipt of the approved
letter.

Academic integrity:
The University is a community of learning, whose effectiveness requires an environment of
mutual trust and integrity. Academic integrity is violated by any dishonesty such as soliciting,
receiving, or providing any unauthorized assistance in the completion of work submitted toward
academic credit. While not all forms of academic dishonesty can be listed here, examples include
copying from another student, copying from a book or class notes during a closed book exam,
submitting materials authored by or revised by another person as the student’s own work,
copying a passage or text directly from a published source without appropriately citing or
recognizing that source, taking a test or doing an assignment or other academic work for another
student, securing or supplying in advance a copy of an examination or quiz without the
knowledge or consent of the instructor, sharing or receiving the questions from an on-line quiz
with another student, taking an on-line quiz with the help of another student, and colluding with
another student or students to engage in academic dishonesty.
All clear violations of academic integrity will be met with appropriate sanctions. In this course,
academic dishonesty on an assignment will result in an automatic grade of 0 for that assignment
and a report of academic dishonesty sent to the Academic Honesty Committee of the College of
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Arts and Sciences. In the case of Class B violations, the Academic Honesty Committee may
impose a larger sanction including, but not limited to, assigning a failing grade in the course,
disciplinary probation, suspension, and dismissal from the University.
Students should refer to the following SLU website for more information about Class A and B
violations and the procedures following a report of academic dishonesty:
http://www.slu.edu/x12657.xml

Class schedule: (Note: Students should have completed all assigned readings by the date
noted on the syllabus)
August 28th- Introduction and syllabus
August 30th- The big questions: What is a good society?
*Good Society, Ch. 1
September 6th- Understanding political change and development
*Samuel Huntington. 1965. “Political Development and Political Decay,” World Politics,
Vol. 17, No. 3, pp. 386-430.
September 11th- The things we take for granted: States and state-building in history and theory.
*Good Society, Ch. 2
September 13th- Why states don’t always work: The contemporary Middle East
*Reading TBA
September 18th- Linking people to politics: Building effective political institutions.
*Good Society, Ch. 3
September 20th- Kenya Isn’t Kansas- The role of ethnicity, religion, political culture.
*Good Society, Ch. 4
September 25th- You can’t eat politics, so we’d better think about the economy, too.
*Good Society, Ch. 5
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September 27th- Why do governments pursue different types of economic policies: Cases from
contemporary Latin America
*Flores-Macías, Gustavo. 2010. “Statist v. Pro-Market: Explaining Leftist Governments’
Economic Policies in Latin America,” Comparative Politics, Vol. 42, No. 2, pp. 413-433.
October 2nd- What goes up must come down: The political economy of commodity booms and
busts
*Readings TBA
October 4th- October 27th- Dictatorships- They’re not all the same.
*Good Society, Ch. 6
October 9th- Democracy: What is it?
*Good Society, Ch. 7
October 11th- Mixing politics, economic development, and culture: Swaziland
*Film: Without the King
October 16th- Review for midterm
*1st policy paper due
October 18th- Midterm exam
October 25th- NO CLASS
October 30th- Totalitarianism, North Korea-style.
*Aquariums of Pyongyang, Ch. 1-8
November 1st- What are human rights and why would a government be this evil?
* Aquariums of Pyongyang, Ch. 9-17
November 6th- The whole world is watching, but what do I/we do?
* Aquariums of Pyongyang, Ch. 18-22
*Victor Cha. 2012. The Impossible State: North Korea, Past and Future, pp. 427-463.
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November 8th- Development: What is it?
*Good Society, Ch. 8
November 13th- Case studies in contemporary economic development
*Good Society, Ch. 10
November 15th- Varieties of communism and post-communism: Russia
*Good Society, Ch. 11 (pp. 311-327)
November 20th- Politics in contemporary Russia
*Reading TBA
November 27th- Varieties of communism and post-communism: China
*Good Society, Ch. 11 (pp. 328-343).
November 29th- Politics in contemporary China
*Reading TBA
Dec. 4th- Challenges of democracy and development in South Africa
*Christiaensen, Luc and Shantayanan Deverajan. 2013. “Making the Most of Africa’s
Growth,” Current History, Vol. 112, No. 754, pp. 181-187.
*Mkandawire, Thandika. 2014. “Can Africa Turn from Recovery to Development,”
Current History, Vol. 113, No. 763, pp. 171-177.
*Film: 21 Up
December 6th- The real-world impact of democracy and development in South Africa
*Finish film and discuss
December 11th- Review for final exam
*2nd policy paper due
December 18th- Final exam @ 2:00pm.
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