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Dear Graduate:

On behalf of the administration, faculty, and staff of the College of Arts and 
Sciences, I extend my congratulations to you and to those who have helped you 
reach this milestone in your life.

Your diploma is a symbol of double significance.  Not only does it provide 
tangible proof of your academic competence, but it also represents a 
foundation for life rooted in the Jesuit tradition of service to others.  As you 
commence your path as a graduate of the College of Arts and Sciences, with 
an undergraduate or graduate degree, the building blocks of competence, 
reflection, spirituality, justice and compassion—taught and reinforced here at 
Saint Louis University—will supply a reliable foundation for your life.

I invite you to remain an active member of the University family after you 
graduate.  As the years pass, you will find new meaning in your days here 
as you help new generations of students who also aspire to the Saint Louis 
University experience.

My best wishes to you in your future life.  We look forward to welcoming you 
back when you are in the area and to seeing you at alumni events.

Sincerely,

 

Donna J. LaVoie, Ph.D. 
Dean

“Our prime educational objective must be to form men and women for others, people 
who cannot even conceive of love of God which does not include love for the least of 
their neighbors….”

Pedro Arrupe, S.J. 
Former Superior General, Society of Jesus
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GRADUATE HONOR SOCIETIES AND SPECIAL AWARDS

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE STUDENT 
RESEARCH AWARD – BIOLOGY 
In recognition of outstanding 
research performance by 
a graduate student in the 
Department of Biology.  
Graduate: Junhao Chen

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE STUDENT 
TEACHING AWARD – BIOLOGY 
In recognition of outstanding 
teaching by a graduate student in 
the Department of Biology. 
Graduate: Nelson Membreno

KATHLEEN FARRELL OUTSTANDING 
GRADUATE STUDENT AWARD – 
COMMUNICATION 
Award given to recognize an 
outstanding graduate student 
who has promoted public welfare, 
political enlightenment, or social 
awareness in community, civic or 
academic arenas. 
Graduate: Kajal

LAMBDA PI ETA – COMMUNICATION 
Lambda Pi Eta, a national honor 
society in communication, 
recognizes, fosters, and 
rewards outstanding scholastic 
achievement. 
Graduates: Oluwakemi Mary 
Alo, Paloma Ferreira de Oliveira, 
Kajal, Richard Naakpi Bombebe, 
and Priscilla Nyarko

THE LUCIEN FOURNIER AWARD  – 
ENGLISH 
The Fournier Award is given 
annually to a Graduate Student in 
English in recognition of teaching 
excellence. 
Graduate: J. Myles Hesse

THE WALTER ONG AWARD – ENGLISH 
The Rev. Walter J. Ong, S.J., Award, 
named in honor of a long-time 
SLU faculty member and one 
of the great scholars of the 
twentieth century, is presented 
annually to a doctoral student 
in English in recognition of 
genuinely exceptional research as 
well as scholarly achievement and 
promise. 
Graduate: J. Myles Hesse

THE MCCARTHY OUTSTANDING 
GRADUATE STUDENT AWARD – 
HEALTH CARE ETHICS  
Thanks to a gift from the Msgr. 
Robert L. McCarthy Trust, this 
award is presented by the 
faculty to a graduating doctoral 
student in Health Care Ethics 
who exemplifies excellence in 
scholarship, teaching, and service. 
Graduate: Jordan Bauer

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE STUDENT 
TEACHING AWARD – HEALTH CARE 
ETHICS  
This award is presented by 
the faculty in recognition of 
outstanding teaching by a 
graduate teaching assistant in 
Health Care Ethics. 
Graduate: Alexandra Hucker

THE THOMAS P. NEILL DISSERTATION 
AWARD – HISTORY  
The Department of History 
bestows this award annually on 
a doctoral dissertation in History 
judged to be outstanding. 
Graduate: William Edmundson

STEVEN PURO AWARD – POLITICAL 
SCIENCE 
In honor of Dr. Steven Puro, 
former faculty member.  Awarded 
to an academically outstanding 
Political Science M.A. student.  
Graduate: Dani Savet-Colvin

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE STUDENT 
IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 
Awarded to a clinical psychology 
student in recognition for 
excellence in clinical psychology. 
Graduate: Rebecca Steins

HAROLD AND MARY JANE TALL AWARD 
– PSYCHOLOGY   
Awarded in recognition of the 
accomplishments of a graduate 
student in the clinical program 
who has significantly impacted 
the morale of other students 
and demonstrates excellence in 
both the classroom and clinical 
practice.  
Graduate: Madison Streb

GAYLE A. OLSON AND RICHARD 
D. OLSON DISSERTATION AWARD  – 
PSYCHOLOGY 
Recognizes the best dissertation 
in the Experimental Psychology 
graduate program. 
Graduate: Kolin Heck

THE JAMES GILSINAN AWARD – PUBLIC 
AND SOCIAL POLICY STUDIES 
In honor of Dr. James Gilsinan, 
former faculty member, awarded 
to an academically outstanding 
Public and Social Policy Studies 
Ph.D. student. 
Graduate: Zarah S. Robinson



THE GISCIENCE AWARD – SOCIOLOGY 
AND ANTHROPOLOGY 
Presented to a graduate 
student that made a significant 
contribution in geospatial 
academic research or service 
to the Saint Louis University 
research community. 
Graduate: Thelma Tari

ALPHA DELTA SIGMA – 
COMMUNICATION 
Alpha Delta Sigma recognizes 
and encourages scholastic 
achievement in advertising 
studies. Alpha Delta Sigma is 
the only national, professional 
advertising honorary society in 
American higher education. The 
organization dates back to 1913. 
Graduates: Ella Bullock, 
Ella Sophia Dyer, Keaton 
France, Paige Guillermo, Ian 
Halverson, Lawson Hickman, 
Malorie Hubert, Megan Huey, 
Ellie Noonan, Daniel Oldham, 
Megan Paul, Shivani Raj, 
Stryder Salas, Liv Tennill, Abby 
Vidas, and Wolfgang Weidler

ALPHA KAPPA DELTA – SOCIOLOGY 
Alpha Kappa Delta is the 
international sociology honor 
society.  The society’s goals are 
to study humankind for the 
purpose of service, to promote 
human welfare and to develop 
scientific knowledge that may 
be applied to the solution of 
social problems.  To be inducted 
in AKD, students must have 
exemplary academic records and 
exhibit leadership and service 
commitments. 
Graduate: Arilyn Myint

ALPHA PSI OMEGA – THEATRE 
Alpha Psi Omega is the 
national theatre honor 
society.  Founded in 1925, the 
society acknowledges those 
demonstrating a high standard 
of accomplishment in theatre.  
Members of Alpha Psi Omega 
enhance their knowledge 
of theatre and prepare for 
professional work through a 
variety of theatrical activities.  
To be initiated, students must 
maintain a level of academic 
excellence and participate in 
University Theatre productions 
in multiple areas of theatre. 
Graduates: Tony Chaboude, 
Colleen Dundon, Joseph 
Hansen, Bryce James, Martha 
Kamau, and Luis Palmejar

BETA BETA BETA – BIOLOGY  
Tri Beta Biological Science 
Society seeks to encourage 
scholarly achievement in this 
field of learning by reserving 
its membership for those 
undergraduates who have 
superior academic records and 
have a special aptitude and 
interest in the life sciences. 
Names marked with * denote 
past or current president. 
Graduates: Aryn Rehr and Maya 
Sarkis*

DELTA DELTA EPSILON - 
FORENSIC SCIENCE 
The national honor society 
dedicated to recognizing and 
encouraging excellence in 
scholarship in the Forensic 
Sciences, Delta Delta Epsilon 
also promotes leadership, 
attitudes of professional 
responsibility for the public 
good, and encourages high 
standards of practice and ethical 
behavior. 
Graduates: Emily Ebbing, 
Abigail O’Brien, Carson Poteet, 
Rhiannon Steele, and Haley 
Szramek

DELTA PHI ALPHA – GERMAN 
The national German honor 
society, Delta Phi Alpha, seeks 
to recognize excellence in the 
study of German. The society 
aims to promote the study of 
German language, literature 
and civilization and endeavors 
to emphasize those aspects of 
German life and culture which 
are of universal value and 
contribute to humanity’s eternal 
search for peace and truth.  
Graduates: Leo Barton, Paige 
Bostic, Zach Buchholz, Ella 
Bullock, Beau Reichert, and 
Wyatt Simmons

GRADUATE HONOR SOCIETIES AND SPECIAL AWARDS
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UNDERGRADUATE HONOR SOCIETIES AND SPECIAL AWARDS

LAMBDA ALPHA – ANTHROPOLOGY 
Lambda Alpha National 
Collegiate Honors Society for 
Anthropology was founded 
on March 15, 1968, at Wichita 
State University. It offers 
opportunities for both student 
and professional publication 
in the Lambda Alpha Journal 
as well as scholarships for 
undergraduate students and 
Graduate Overseas Grants 
to help support thesis and 
dissertation research overseas. 
To qualify for membership, 
anthropology students must 
maintain an overall GPA of 3.2 
and a minimum GPA of 3.6 in 
anthropology. 
Graduates: Halle Shoaf and 
Rhiannon Steele

LAMBDA PI ETA – COMMUNICATION 
Lambda Pi Eta, a national honor 
society in communication, 
recognizes, fosters, and 
rewards outstanding scholastic 
achievement.   
Graduates: Katarina Assenato, 
Ella Bullock, Ella Sophia Dyer, 
Paige Guillermo, Lawson 
Hickman, Megan Huey, Ashlyn 
Jones, Natalia Nunez, Caroline 
Sachse, Mina Sekyi, Joseph 
Smith, Olivia Tennill, Abby 
Vidas, and Kayla Williams

OMICRON DELTA EPSILON – 
ECONOMICS 
Omicron Delta Epsilon, one of 
the world’s largest academic 
honor societies, recognizes 
scholastic attainment and 
the honoring of outstanding 
achievements in economics.  The 
society encourages closer ties 
between students and faculty in 
economics within colleges and 
universities. 
Graduates: Chris Lam and 
Joseph Santhuff

NU RHO PSI – NEUROSCIENCE 
Nu Rho Psi, the National Honor 
Society in Neuroscience, was 
founded in 2006 with the aim 
of promoting and recognizing 
excellence in neuroscience. The 
Nu Rho Psi chapter at Saint Louis 
University was founded in 2018 
to provide a resource for SLU 
neuroscience students to achieve 
academic, professional, and 
personal success. Names marked 
with * denote current or former 
president. 
Graduates: Lilli Daugherty, 
Avina Elongovan, Kelsey 
Henson*, Han Jing, Brian Kelly, 
Amelia Larson, Ugo Uzo-
Ojinnaka, Katie Phillips, and 
Ittmum Zahir

PI DELTA PHI – FRENCH 
Pi Delta Phi is the national 
French honor society founded 
at the University of California 
in 1906. The aim of the society 
is to promote and recognize 
excellence in French Studies.  
Students initiated into the 
society must be enrolled in 
upper division French courses 
and maintain at least a B 
average.   
Graduates: Melissa Hong, 
Lucas Koch, Emma Melching, 
Kaia Monaco, and Khushi 
Raghavendran

SIGMA IOTA RHO – INTERNATIONAL 
STUDIES 
Sigma Iota Rho is the national 
honor society in International 
Studies. SLU’s chapter was 
newly established in 2013, 
but since 1984, the purpose of 
this organization has been to 
promote and reward scholarship 
and service among students and 
practitioners of international 
studies, international affairs, 
and global studies and to 
foster integrity and creative 
performance in the conduct of 
world affairs. 
Graduates: Andrew Klus, 
Elizabeth Monzu, Ava 
Perreand, and Halle Shoaf



SIGMA TAU DELTA – ENGLISH  
Sigma Tau Delta is the national 
honorary society for students of 
English.  A select organization 
open to both undergraduate 
and graduate students, Sigma 
Tau Delta recognizes significant 
scholastic accomplishment and 
seeks to provide a context in 
which students can find their 
interests in and enthusiasm for 
the study of English nurtured 
and stimulated.  
Graduates: Ruth Bouman, 
Brendan Brunette, Michaela 
Davis, Allie Eveld, Paige 
Guillermo, Amrutha Kosanam, 
Ashlyn Jones, Lilla Orbán, 
Abigail Roe, Chase Sullivan

PHI BETA KAPPA 
Founded in 1776, the Phi Beta 
Kappa Society is the oldest honor 
society for the liberal arts and 
sciences in the United States. Phi 
Beta Kappa aims to promote and 
advocate excellence in the liberal 
arts and sciences. Invitations 
into Phi Beta Kappa are extended 
to members of the top 5% of the 
Junior class and the top 10% of 
the Senior class.  
Graduates: Pranavi Athota, 
Sainithya Attota, Ruth 
Bouman, Mya Falkenhain, 
Emily Hearn, Rushil Jain, 
Sophia Klobe, Devnanda 
Manjunadh, Richa Nakrani, 
Ella Schrader, Raghav Sharma, 
Damara Stevens, Olivia Tennill  
and Ashlyn Vetsch 

JAMES D. COLLINS AWARD FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN STUDENT ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENT 
The College of Arts and Sciences 
annually presents the James D. 
Collins Awards for Excellence in 
Student Academic Achievement 
to recognize scholarship and 
creative achievements among 
undergraduate students. One 
student is chosen by faculty 
in each department and three 
programs of the college.   
Graduates: Alexis Tillman 
(African American Studies), 
Carmen Lo (American 
Studies), Shikara Patel 
(Biology), Paige Guillermo 
(Communication), Ruth 
Bouman (English, History), 
Emily Ebbing (Forensic 
Science), Pranavi Athota 
(Health Care Ethics), 
Ittmum Zahir (Languages, 
Literatures and Cultures), 
Evan Socher (Mathematics and 
Statistics), Damara Stevens 
(Neuroscience), Andrew 
Vastola (Philosophy), Jesse 
Driese (Political Science), 
Mya Falkenhain (Psychology), 
Halle Shoaf (Sociology 
and Anthropology), Ethan 
Steingruby (Theological 
Studies), Lear Rose (Visual and 
Performing Arts), and Advika 
Varadharajan (Women’s and 
Gender Studies)

SPECIAL AWARD – AFRICAN 
AMERICAN STUDIES  
THE KARLA SCOTT AWARD FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN AFRICAN AMERICAN 
STUDIES This award, established 
in 2018, is presented to the 
graduating student(s) with the 
highest GPA in African American 
Studies. 
Graduates: Sydney Anderson

SPECIAL AWARDS – AMERICAN 
STUDIES 
THE TUCK LOUI PRIZE is offered 
in memory of Tuck Loui, who 
passed away in 2021 from 
complications of COVID-19. Dr. 
Loui was a faculty member in 
American Studies and served as 
Department Chair from 1994-
1999. She was a wide-ranging, 
creative, interdisciplinary 
thinker who fostered key 
transnational connections for 
American Studies. She was 
also a remarkable mentor to 
innumerable students, a role 
in which she emphasized 
their personal development 
as scholars and cultivated the 
Department’s commitments 
to social justice. She was 
predeceased by her husband, 
Wayne Loui, professor of theater, 
by nine days. Together, they 
furthered the mission of SLU 
for a combined 37 years. The 
Tuck Loui Prize is awarded 
each academic year to the 
best undergraduate essay on 
American culture—one that 
honors the original research, 
high-quality writing, intellectual 
range, and lively engagement 
with matters of public concern 
that Dr. Loui inspired in her 
students. 
Graduate: Carmen Lo

SPECIAL AWARDS – BIOLOGY 
THE MEDOFF TEACHING AWARD  
honors Judith Medoff, Ph.D., 
Professor 1973-2004. 
Graduates: Paige Geil and Nick 
LaPresta

THE KEATH RESEARCH AWARD   
honors Elizabeth J. Keath, Ph.D., 
Professor 1990-2004.  
Graduate: Ethan Groves

UNDERGRADUATE HONOR SOCIETIES AND SPECIAL AWARDS



SPECIAL AWARDS – 
COMMUNICATION 
THE JOHNSTON AWARD is named 
in honor of the Rev. Robert A. 
Johnston, S.J., who was the first 
chairperson of the Department 
of Communication.  It is an 
annual award given to the 
outstanding graduate of the 
department chosen by the 
faculty. 
Graduates: Megan Huey and 
Kate Thornhill

THE JOHN J. PAULY AWARD 
FOR OUTSTANDING STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT honors graduating 
seniors who hope to put their 
communication education in 
the service of democracy.  To 
be considered for this award, 
students must demonstrate 
academic excellence as well as 
interest in a career that enhances 
the quality of public life. 
Graduate: Ella Sophia Dyer 

AWARD FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
–  COMMUNICATION This award is 
presented to graduating seniors 
in communication who achieve 
a grade point average of 3.5 or 
higher for all their course work 
at Saint Louis University. 
Graduate: Paige Guillermo

SPECIAL AWARD – ECONOMICS 
THE OUTSTANDING SENIOR IN 
BA ECONOMICS IN THE COLLEGE 
OF ARTS AND SCIENCES award 
recognizes the student’s 
exceptional academic 
achievement and sustained 
commitment to Jesuit values. 
Graduate: Prajoy Jayanth

SPECIAL AWARDS – ENGLISH 
THE HELEN MANDEVILLE PRIZE 
IN ENGLISH STUDIES, presented 
annually by the English 
Department, recognizes the 
student judged by the English 
faculty as exhibiting excellence 
within the discipline of English / 
Literary Studies. 
Graduate: Ashlyn Jones

THE ALBERT J. MONTESI 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FOR CREATIVE 
WORK is named for A. J. Montesi, 
a beloved emeritus professor 
in the Department of English. 
It is intended to celebrate the 
creative work of students at 
Saint Louis University. 
Graduates: Juliette Callahan, 
Olivia Pucylowski, Chase 
Sullivan, Call Truschel Jacobs

SPECIAL AWARD – FORENSIC 
SCIENCE 
FORENSIC SCIENCE OUTSTANDING 
STUDENT AWARD This award is 
given to a graduating forensic 
science student who has 
exemplary performance in the 
classroom as well as in roles 
serving the forensic science 
program. 
Graduate: Abigail O’Brien

SPECIAL AWARD – LINGUISTICS, 
LITERATURES AND CULTURES 
THE POST-SECONDARY RUSSIAN 
SCHOLAR LAUREATE AWARD 
annually bestowed by the 
American Council for Teachers 
of Russian on the student in each 
U.S.-based Russian program who 
best exemplifies an enthusiastic 
devotion to the study of Russian 
and Russian Area Studies.  
Graduate: Wyatt B. Thompson

SPECIAL AWARD –  
NEUROSCIENCE PROGRAM 
THE DR. WILLIAM S. STARK 
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH 
AWARD was established in 2020 
to recognize Emeritus Professor 
Stark’s exemplary contributions 
the Neuroscience program. The 
award honors a graduating 
neuroscience student who has 
demonstrated excellence in 
research. 
Graduate: Pranavi Athota

SPECIAL AWARDS – 
POLITICAL SCIENCE AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 
GRUEBER AWARD FOR CAMPUS 
GLOBALIZATION In honor of 
Johann Grueber, an early Jesuit 
of Saint Louis University. 
Awarded for their commitment 
to the study of globalization.   
Graduates: Aitor Iribarren 
Quevedo and Sophia Wilson

THE TIMOTHY LOMPERIS AWARD 
honors a former faculty member 
in Political Science and is 
given to a Political Science s 
International Studies student 
who, like the award’s namesake, 
demonstrates academic 
excellence, a consistent effort 
to exceed stated expectations, 
concern for the education of 
the whole person, engagement 
with issues of contemporary 
relevance, and a commitment 
to treat others with respect and 
cordiality.   
Graduates: Madelyn Kelb and 
Ella Schrader



SPECIAL AWARDS –  
SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY 
THE WILLIAM (BILL) J. MONAHAN 
AWARD is presented in honor of 
Dr. William J. Monahan, former 
faculty member.  This award is 
presented to a senior student 
for their contribution to social 
action and service.  
Graduate: Alexandra Ogarrio 
Santiago

THE GISCIENCE AWARD is 
presented to an undergraduate 
student that made a significant 
contribution in geospatial 
academic research or service 
to the Saint Louis University 
research community. 
Graduate: Claire Hutzler 

SPECIAL AWARDS – VISUAL AND 
PERFORMING ARTS 
ART HISTORY: THE MAURICE B. 
MCNAMEE, S.J. AWARD is named 
in honor of Father McNamee, 
founder of the program in art 
history. This award is presented 
each year in recognition of 
outstanding achievement in Art 
History. 
Graduate: Martha Barnds

DANCE: THE SENIOR AWARD 
IN DANCE is presented in 
recognition of outstanding 
achievement in Dance.   
Graduate: Sophia Klobe

MUSIC: THE ARION AWARD FOR 
OUTSTANDING GRADUATING SENIOR 
IN THE MUSIC PROGRAM Chosen by 
the full-time music faculty, the 
winner of this award exemplifies 
the highest attributes of a Saint 
Louis University graduate in the 
areas of scholarship, citizenship, 
leadership, and musicianship.     
Graduate: Han Jing

STUDIO ART: THE MAURICE B. 
MCNAMEE, S.J. AWARD is named 
in honor of Father McNamee, 
founder of the program in studio 
art.  This award is presented 
each year in recognition of 
outstanding achievement in 
Studio Art. 
Graduate: Griffin Williams

SPECIAL AWARDS – WOMEN’S AND 
GENDER STUDIES 
THE OUTSTANDING ACTIVISM AWARD   
recognizes student contributions 
to efforts for social change 
both within and beyond the 
university. 
Graduates: Julia Amery, Riya 
Aradhyula, Atiksh Chandra, 
Laila Kestur

THE OUTSTANDING LOCAL ST. LOUIS 
ACTIVISM AWARD recognizes 
student contributions to efforts 
for social change in the St. Louis 
Community. 
Graduates: Shauna Prasad, 
Advika Varadharajan

UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM  
During all undergraduate years, 
University Honors Program 
students engage in demanding 
courses that require high-levels 
of academic inquiry and critical 
interdisciplinary thinking.  The 
honors community represents 
a variety of colleges, majors, 
interests, and backgrounds.  
Students earning the University 
Honors Program indication on 
their transcripts have completed 
the honors curriculum and 
maintained a final cumulative 
GPA of 3.5 or higher. 
Graduates: Waleed Abdulla, 
Sana’a Abou Antoun, Eline 
Abraham, Julia Amery, 
Margaret Ankrom, Pranavi 

Athota, Madelyn Baygood, 
Paige Bostic, Ruth Bouman, 
Leah Bragg, Abigail Buckley, 
Ella Bullock, Anna Burns, 
Peyton Cattoor, Jocelyn 
Ciotti, Caitlin Conrad, Jesse 
Driese, Emma Duman, Colleen 
Dundon, Bridget Edgeworth, 
Jack Flynn, Victoria Garrett, 
Rachel Gatewood, Abigail 
Gaubert, Paige Geil, Pranav 
Giri, Joshua Good, Lindsey 
Greene, Tamera Harvey, 
Jessica Haw, Kelsey Henson, 
Melissa Hong, Caitlin Inman, 
Hannah Johnson, Srisupraja 
Kandrakota, Shreya Karra, 
Shreeya Katta, Madelyn 
Keib, Emma Keiper, Andrew 
Klus, Lucas Koch, Amrutha 
Kosanam, Nathan Krugman, 
Amelia Larson, Maram 
Lemnifi, Hunter Lisowski, 
Elaine Lohse, Lindsey Long, 
Emily Lovett, Anna Marlin, 
Gabrielle Matthews, Emma 
Melching, Abigail Miller, 
Priya Modi, Elizabeth Monzu, 
Emma Morrissey, Athulya 
Nair, Grace O’Connell, 
Ansita Palakollu, Nicholas 
Parafiniuk, Nandini Patel, 
Shikara Patel, Elian Pena, 
Marisa Penner, Jessica Quinn, 
Arya Ramadas, Beau Reichert, 
Allison Roggy, Anna Ryan, 
Matthew Scheiwer, Aleigha 
Schnable, Allie Schrumpf, 
Lauren Shaw, Sreya Simhadri, 
Natalie Smith, Deirdre 
Sullivan, Molly Taberner, Ajla 
Tahirovic, Katelyn Thornhill, 
Calla Truschel Jacobs, Clarissa 
Turner, Ugochukwu Uzo-
Ojinnaka, Matthew Windler, 
Benjamin Wiseman, Hope 
Young

UNDERGRADUATE HONOR SOCIETIES AND SPECIAL AWARDS
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UNIVERSITY 
ADMINISTRATORS
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Daniel Smith, Ph.D. 
Theological Studies

Robert Hughes, Ph.D., Interim 
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Vincent Casaregola, Ph.D.
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DEGREE CANDIDATES: 
GRADUATION DATE:  
MAY 16, 2026

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
Sana’a Houda Abou Antoun
ECONOMICS/COMMUNICATION
cum laude

Ginika Sydel Akannam
BIOLOGY

Jeliah Shamiya Alleyne
PSYCHOLOGY

Julia M Amery
BIOLOGY/WOMEN’S AND 
GENDER STUDIES
cum laude

Margaret Jane Ankrom
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Kalu Ifegwu Anya
ECONOMICS

Alexander Bonny Arias 
Hodarnau
BIOLOGY

Mary Louisa Armitage
COMMUNICATION
summa cum laude

Ava L Arnold
PSYCHOLOGY

Erick Alberto Ascencio
STUDIO ART

Katarina Madison Assenato
COMMUNICATION/
PSYCHOLOGY

Roberto José Avila
COMMUNICATION

Omoovie Oluwaloseyifunmi 
Babor-Egeregor
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Nader Morad Badwan
BIOLOGY

Lucas Victor Baheza
BIOLOGY

Grace Estifanos Bahru
POLITICAL SCIENCE/ENGLISH
cum laude

Martha Isabella Barnds
ART HISTORY/COMMUNICATION
magna cum laude

Leo Barton
MODERN LANGUAGES 
AND INTERCULTURAL 
COMMUNICATION
summa cum laude

McKenna Scott Bates
POLITICAL SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Chase Von Beattie
BIOETHICS AND HEALTH 
STUDIES
cum laude

Sepehr Behnia
PHILOSOPHY

Isabella Marie Bellante
PSYCHOLOGY

Disha Bera
PSYCHOLOGY
cum laude

Cooper Yeatts Bergstrom
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Hao Bi
PSYCHOLOGY

Josceline Bishop
PSYCHOLOGY

Alyson Suzanne Blank
STUDIO ART

Ian Scott Blazier
COMMUNICATION

Shanmukh Boggarapu
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Jayda Bolton
PSYCHOLOGY

Christopher R Bonner
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Ruth Victoria Bouman
ENGLISH/HISTORY
summa cum laude

Grace Breeden
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Erica Acey Broin
COMMUNICATION
summa cum laude

Brendan Nicholas Brunette
COMMUNICATION/ENGLISH
magna cum laude

Zachary Andrew Bono Buchholz
POLITICAL SCIENCE/
PHILOSOPHY
summa cum laude

Ella Bullock
ART HISTORY/COMMUNICATION
summa cum laude

Abigail Marie Bunce
BIOLOGY

Josie Danielle Bush
SOCIOLOGY

THE CANDIDATES FROM COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES



Jaclyn E Butler
BIOLOGY
cum laude

Gabrielle Teagan Ye Canning
BIOLOGY/PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Anthony K Chaboude
POLITICAL SCIENCE
magna cum laude

Abhilasha Cheedella
BIOLOGY

Elizabeth G Choate
POLITICAL SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Canon James Church
COMMUNICATION

Mya Marie Cineus
BIOLOGY

Raphael Medina Bolaños
COMMUNICATION

Jacoby A Combs
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Ella K Coppinger
BIOLOGY
magna cum laude

Ava Nicole Cordner
ENGLISH
cum laude

Avery Jane Cornelius-White
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Amaia Corta
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Dawit Tigist Couture
PSYCHOLOGY
cum laude

John Thomas Crabbe
COMMUNICATION

Morgan Alexus Craig
PSYCHOLOGY/CRIMINOLOGY 
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Anneliese Irina Dace
COMMUNICATION

Joseph Dajani
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Lily Diamond Dang
COMMUNICATION/
PSYCHOLOGY

Rachel Serene Daniel
SOCIOLOGY
magna cum laude

Michaela Sha Davis
PSYCHOLOGY/ENGLISH
cum laude

Claire Vitalia Davis
COMMUNICATION

Juan Del Toro
PSYCHOLOGY

Adriana Isabelle DeLuna 
Castillo
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Yeron K Deressa
BIOLOGY
cum laude

Elizabeth Anne Donnelly
SOCIOLOGY

Caroline Magargee Doyle
STUDIO ART

Brynn Drake
PSYCHOLOGY/POLITICAL 
SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Elizabeth Rose Dreste
MATHEMATICS
magna cum laude

Carolyn Joan Dugal
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Colleen Elise Dundon
CHINESE STUDIES
magna cum laude

Ella Sophia Dyer
COMMUNICATION/
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
cum laude

Amy Elizabeth Edmondson
PSYCHOLOGY/WOMEN’S AND 
GENDER STUDIES

Madison A Eisenbraun
PSYCHOLOGY

Chloe D Ellis
SOCIOLOGY

Lucia Mary Emory
HISTORY
cum laude

Yusuf Bilal Eroglu
BIOLOGY

Allison Cecilia Eveld
COMMUNICATION
magna cum laude

Mya J Falkenhain
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Michelle Briana Farwell
BIOLOGY



THE CANDIDATES FROM COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Grace C Feaster
POLITICAL SCIENCE
magna cum laude

Redento T Ferranti
COMMUNICATION
magna cum laude

Nicholas Samuel Figge
BIOLOGY
cum laude

John Michael Flavin
PSYCHOLOGY

Keaton France
COMMUNICATION
cum laude

Heidi Marie Gale
PSYCHOLOGY

Irene Q Gao
PSYCHOLOGY

Lesly M Garcia Bedolla
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Calliope Gee
SOCIOLOGY
magna cum laude

Paige Kathryn Geil
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Mollie Jane Genovese
PSYCHOLOGY

Ivan Tunji Gilbert
PSYCHOLOGY

Kimberly Abigail Gilstrap
POLITICAL SCIENCE
cum laude

Joseph Paul Aguhob Glaser
ENGLISH
magna cum laude

Reuben Joseph Goldschmidt
BIOLOGY
cum laude

Nicolas Gonzalez
PSYCHOLOGY

Paige M. Guillermo
ENGLISH/COMMUNICATION
summa cum laude

Jackson W Gurnsey
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Ella Louise Hallett
PSYCHOLOGY

Ian Halverson
COMMUNICATION

Jade Janee Hankins
PSYCHOLOGY

Megan L Harwood
ENGLISH
magna cum laude

Beautiii Li-Ann Hatten
BIOLOGY
cum laude

Lawson Ahearn Hickman
COMMUNICATION
cum laude

Catherine Regina Higgins
PSYCHOLOGY

Oakley Paige Hoerner
BIOLOGY

Russell Marvel Hooker Jr.
PSYCHOLOGY

Hannah Ida Louise Horwitz
PSYCHOLOGY

Rylee M Howard
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
cum laude

Quincy Mecel Hubert
COMMUNICATION
summa cum laude

Malorie Nicole Hubert
COMMUNICATION
cum laude

Megan Rose Huey
COMMUNICATION
summa cum laude

Brady Huggins
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Claire Gillian Hutzler
SOCIOLOGY/POLITICAL 
SCIENCE
cum laude

Zain Hyder
ECONOMICS
magna cum laude

Sarah Rose Hymes
MUSIC
magna cum laude

Jahsiri Lutalo Jackson
BIOLOGY

Rushil Jain
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Prajoy Jayanth
ECONOMICS
summa cum laude

Ashley Elizabeth Jones
COMMUNICATION
magna cum laude

Ashlyn N Jones
ENGLISH/COMMUNICATION
magna cum laude

Eren Jones
PSYCHOLOGY



Euijun Jung
PSYCHOLOGY

Martha Kamau
THEATRE
magna cum laude

Jacob Bradley Karraker
CLASSICAL HUMANITIES/GREEK 
AND LATIN LANGUAGES AND 
LITERATURE

Madelyn Dolores Keib
POLITICAL SCIENCE
magna cum laude

Emma Sue Keiper
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Hannah Marie Kelly
BIOLOGY

Sophia Antoinette Klobe
MATHEMATICS
summa cum laude

Andrew J Klus
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES/
POLITICAL SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Mary Clare Krippene
COMMUNICATION

Nicholas George La Presta
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Mary Elizabeth LaVigne
POLITICAL SCIENCE
magna cum laude

Sophia Marlow Leahy
BIOLOGY

Qiyu Li
MATHEMATICS
cum laude

Jihoo Lim
POLITICAL SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Kirk D Liu
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Samuel Liu
MATHEMATICS/PHILOSOPHY
cum laude

Carmen Lo
ENGLISH/AMERICAN STUDIES
magna cum laude

Brady W Loehr
MATHEMATICS
cum laude

Taylor Simone Long
PSYCHOLOGY/CRIMINOLOGY 
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Grace Ann Lopiccolo
BIOETHICS AND HEALTH 
STUDIES/CATHOLIC STUDIES

Jessie Lovely
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Christian Maldonado
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Cole Matthew Martin
BIOETHICS AND HEALTH 
STUDIES

Evelyn Anne Maruszak
COMMUNICATION
cum laude

Keren Santosh Mathew
BIOLOGY

Connor Richard Mathus
MATHEMATICS
cum laude

Michael Ray McKinney Jr.
PSYCHOLOGY/AFRICAN 
AMERICAN STUDIES

Aryielle Nicole Metcalf
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Kathleen J Michalski
HISTORY/STUDIO ART
magna cum laude

Austin Daniel Miner
HISTORY
summa cum laude

Farid Agha Tahir Mohammed
BIOLOGY

Elizabeth Mary Monzu
POLITICAL SCIENCE/
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES/
SPANISH
magna cum laude

Andrew George Moran
BIOLOGY
magna cum laude

Luke Aaron Morgan
HISTORY/POLITICAL SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Victoria Julie Mozolewski
BIOETHICS AND HEALTH 
STUDIES

Chloe L Muehlmeier
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Gillian Elizabeth Neal
COMMUNICATION

Kira Nicole Newberry
COMMUNICATION

John Nguyen
STUDIO ART
cum laude
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Abigail Grace Niehoff
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Richard N. Nzovu
BIOLOGY

Madeleine Casey O’Brien
PSYCHOLOGY
cum laude

Jack Cullen O’Donoghue
COMMUNICATION
cum laude

Daniel Hardy Oldham
COMMUNICATION/POLITICAL 
SCIENCE
cum laude

Sansita Palakollu
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Theodore Palmer
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Isabella Grace Partelow
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Mehreen Patel
POLITICAL SCIENCE/WOMEN’S 
AND GENDER STUDIES
cum laude

Aleijah Janai Nicole Patterson
PSYCHOLOGY

Megan Elizabeth Paul
COMMUNICATION/
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Johnathan Penn Jr
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Eduard Pereu
BIOLOGY

Ava Grace Perreand
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES/
CHINESE STUDIES
magna cum laude

Jacob Elijah Pollock
PHILOSOPHY
summa cum laude

Victoria Pomposiello
BIOETHICS AND HEALTH 
STUDIES
magna cum laude

Mia Simone Pomranka
ANTHROPOLOGY
summa cum laude

Audrey Seda Quick
PSYCHOLOGY

Jessica Rae Quinn
PSYCHOLOGY/POLITICAL 
SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Denick Antonio Rabess
STUDIO ART

Urmilla Rajesh
PSYCHOLOGY

Arya Ramadas
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Vanessa Ramirez
BIOLOGY

James Scott Rancilio-Showalter
SOCIOLOGY

Beau Reichert
PSYCHOLOGY/PHILOSOPHY
magna cum laude

Mina Rey
POLITICAL SCIENCE
magna cum laude

Kayvon Rezaei
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

B Roe
ENGLISH
summa cum laude

Laura Luetta Romence
PSYCHOLOGY/SOCIOLOGY
cum laude

Lear Rose
ART HISTORY/NONPROFIT 
ADMINISTRATION
summa cum laude

Cole Anderson Ross
ECONOMICS

Caroline Valerie Sachse
PSYCHOLOGY/
COMMUNICATION
summa cum laude

Stryder Clayton Salas
COMMUNICATION
cum laude

Joseph B. Santhuff
POLITICAL SCIENCE/
ECONOMICS

Eli Joseph Sasenger
ENGLISH
magna cum laude

Ella R Schrader
POLITICAL SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Wilhelmina Elizabeth Sekyi
COMMUNICATION

Halle Diane Shoaf
ANTHROPOLOGY/
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
summa cum laude



Andrew Heitz Siemer
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES/
CATHOLIC STUDIES

Wyatt R Simmons
HISTORY
summa cum laude

Adam Smadi
BIOLOGY

Brett C Smith
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Joseph W Smith lll
COMMUNICATION
cum laude

Oscar Julien Snow
POLITICAL SCIENCE
cum laude

Madalyne Mary Snyder
HISTORY
cum laude

Isha Soorya
PSYCHOLOGY/WOMEN’S AND 
GENDER STUDIES

David Karol Sowa
HISTORY/POLITICAL SCIENCE

Colin Alexander Sprung
SPANISH

Rhiannon Grace Steele
ANTHROPOLOGY
summa cum laude

Ethan Paul Steingruby
HISTORY/THEOLOGICAL 
STUDIES
magna cum laude

Benjamin Frank Sullivan
BIOETHICS AND HEALTH 
STUDIES

Mathieu Sze
MATHEMATICS/COMPUTER 
SCIENCE
cum laude

Ilori A Tankpinou
BIOLOGY

Olivia D Tennill
COMMUNICATION
summa cum laude

Wyatt Balev Thompson
POLITICAL SCIENCE/
PSYCHOLOGY

Katelyn Roseann Thornhill
POLITICAL SCIENCE/
COMMUNICATION
magna cum laude

Alexis Roniesha- Magnice 
Tillman
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Danielle Elizabeth Tobias
ECONOMICS/PSYCHOLOGY

Tu Thao Nguyen Tran
ANTHROPOLOGY

Hanna Amina Travis
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Calla Lis Truschel-Crytzer
HISTORY/ENGLISH
summa cum laude

Abigail Van Emden
POLITICAL SCIENCE
magna cum laude

Camille J’nai Vesey
PSYCHOLOGY

Avamarie Alexander Via
PSYCHOLOGY
cum laude

Abby Vidas
COMMUNICATION
summa cum laude

Magdalena Marta Waz
POLITICAL SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Wolfgang Owen Weidler
COMMUNICATION

Elise Ha-Rin Wheeler
PSYCHOLOGY/PHILOSOPHY
magna cum laude

Miles Wilbourn
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Griffin Avery Williams
STUDIO ART

Jasmine Nicole Williams
ART HISTORY
cum laude

Jordan Boyce Wilson
COMMUNICATION

Sophia Izabella Wilson
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES/
CHINESE STUDIES

Ella Yang
PSYCHOLOGY
cum laude

Ittmum Zahir
SPANISH
summa cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
Waleed Abdulla
DATA SCIENCE
magna cum laude

Eline Jessica Abraham
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude
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Oluwadamilola Michael 
Adesina
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Lizbeth Alvarez
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Emma Kristina Routt Amaya
BIOLOGY

Yishgirma F Amede
BIOLOGY

Lillian Dalal Anthony
NEUROSCIENCE
cum laude

Adam David Arcipowski
BIOLOGY

Pranavi Athota
NEUROSCIENCE/BIOETHICS 
AND HEALTH STUDIES
summa cum laude

Sainithya Choudary Attota
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Noah G Barnes
DATA SCIENCE/MATHEMATICS
magna cum laude

Yaniya Yvette Battle
NEUROSCIENCE
cum laude

Joshua Gerald Behling
BIOLOGY

Allison M Binz
PSYCHOLOGY

Paige Elizabeth Bostic
BIOLOGY
magna cum laude

Sam Bowerman
DATA SCIENCE
cum laude

Jadon Xavier Bowman
BIOLOGY

Kendall Alexandria Brown
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Fernanda Geraldin Bucio
NEUROSCIENCE
cum laude

Abigail E Buckley
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Alexandria D Butler
PSYCHOLOGY

Rahul Karthik Chetty
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Michael Deion Collier
BIOLOGY

Lia Chaya Cooper
PSYCHOLOGY

Lilli Elizabeth Daugherty
NEUROSCIENCE/CATHOLIC 
STUDIES
summa cum laude

Andrea Marie Solis Desuyo
BIOLOGY

Cheikh Diop
BIOLOGY
magna cum laude

Ismael Muhammad Domin
DATA SCIENCE

Matthew Atom Dowdy
PSYCHOLOGY
cum laude

Yixuan Du
PSYCHOLOGY/STUDIO ART

Natalie L Dugaesescu
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Jack Benjamin DuMont
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Sarah K Dunivan
NEUROSCIENCE

Angelica Chinwe Ekenta
BIOLOGY

Avina Aurora Elangovan
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Karim Hany Amira 
Elbeshbeshy
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Emily Noelle Fehr
PSYCHOLOGY
cum laude

Mara Jewell Foutz
FORENSIC SCIENCE/
CHEMISTRY
cum laude

Olivia Ann French
BIOLOGY

Jules Ashford Valentine
NEUROSCIENCE
magna cum laude

Lorissa A Gertz
BIOLOGY
cum laude

Jop Gielingh
DATA SCIENCE/MATHEMATICS
cum laude



Tarini Reddy Gillella
BIOLOGY/FORENSIC SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Meghana Kiran Govindaraj
NEUROSCIENCE
magna cum laude

Judah Daniel Grant
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Ethan J Groves
BIOLOGY/ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES
magna cum laude

Skyler Paige Harrison
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Kevin M Healy
BIOLOGY

Emily C Hearn
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Ian Michael Henderson
BIOLOGY
cum laude

Kelsey Reagan Henson
NEUROSCIENCE
cum laude

Mary Lorraine Hentz
PSYCHOLOGY/CATHOLIC 
STUDIES
magna cum laude

Macy M Hepokoski
BIOLOGY
cum laude

Abigail Jewel Hessler
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Alexandra Lindsey Himelright
BIOLOGY

Amelia Nga Hoog
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Ethan P Howell
BIOLOGY/ANTHROPOLOGY

Aden Rafid Hussein
NEUROSCIENCE

Sam Raymond Huster
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Eryonne Leigh Jefferson
NEUROSCIENCE

Purvi Jena
NEUROSCIENCE/CHINESE 
STUDIES

Zhenghan Jing
NEUROSCIENCE/MUSIC
magna cum laude

Sriya Kalluri
BIOLOGY

Shreya Bhavani Karra
NEUROSCIENCE/BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Brian J Kelly
NEUROSCIENCE
magna cum laude

Lily Camille Kintz
PSYCHOLOGY

Marissa J Koch
BIOLOGY

Lucas Priebe Koch
DATA SCIENCE/MATHEMATICS
summa cum laude

Amrutha Valli Kosanam
NEUROSCIENCE
magna cum laude

Elora Koski
BIOLOGY

Amanda Kay Kovathana
BIOLOGY
magna cum laude

Nathan R Krugman
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Christopher Lam
DATA SCIENCE/ECONOMICS

Island Lanos
PSYCHOLOGY

Amelia Jeanne Larson
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Isaac Angelo Medrano Layugan
NEUROSCIENCE
cum laude

Clara Marie Lederer
DATA SCIENCE

Mary Taylor Allene Lee
BIOLOGY
cum laude

Wei Lin
BIOLOGY
cum laude

Amir Arie Long
BIOLOGY

Hannah M Lumpkins
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Madeline Mackenzie
BIOLOGY
magna cum laude

Aariz Malik
NEUROSCIENCE
cum laude
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Natalie A Mall
NEUROSCIENCE
magna cum laude

Róisin Andersen Maloney
PSYCHOLOGY/ENGLISH
cum laude

Vijayanandini Mandava
NEUROSCIENCE

Gabriella Margaret Matilda
PSYCHOLOGY
cum laude

Gracie Reid Maurer
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Charles J Mauvais-Jarvis
NEUROSCIENCE
cum laude

Gabrielle Mae McCarthy
NEUROSCIENCE
cum laude

Maysam Mohammad Mehrez
NEUROSCIENCE
cum laude

Emma Rose Melching
BIOLOGY
magna cum laude

Arianna Meneses Yanez
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Krista Marie Miller
BIOLOGY

Emily Ruth Morden
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Lydia Tilahun Mulugeta
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Benjamin Taeson Mun
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Nanditha Munpally
BIOLOGY

Arilyn Marie Myint
PSYCHOLOGY/SOCIOLOGY
magna cum laude

William R Naftzger
DATA SCIENCE
cum laude

Athulya B Nair
PSYCHOLOGY/BIOLOGY
cum laude

Henry R Naismith
DATA SCIENCE
cum laude

Brittany Naomi Najera
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Richa Chirag Nakrani
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Khanh Ngoc Gia Nguyen
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Hannah Nguyen
BIOLOGY

Julia Marie Norton
BIOLOGY
magna cum laude

Dhyana Vipul Patel
DATA SCIENCE/COMPUTER 
SCIENCE

Shikara R Patel
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Lajja Jigar Patel
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Megha Patel
BIOLOGY
cum laude

Arisara Patthawaro
NEUROSCIENCE

Emma Mae Marie Pees
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Katherine Grace Phillips
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Edward L Poggenburg
NEUROSCIENCE
magna cum laude

Robert Carson Poteet
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Prathiba Prabakar
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Elizabeth Welles Pundmann
NEUROSCIENCE

Craig Michael Leo Putnam
BIOLOGY
magna cum laude

Deeshitha Puvvada
BIOLOGY

Khushi Raghavendran
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Bryce Lorance Reeves
NEUROSCIENCE
magna cum laude

Aryn Abigail Rehr
BIOLOGY
cum laude



Spencer Andrew Reich
FORENSIC SCIENCE
cum laude

Willa June Reynolds
NEUROSCIENCE
magna cum laude

Adriana Rodriguez
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Ashleigh E Rybski
PSYCHOLOGY/SPANISH
summa cum laude

Johanna Michel Sanchez-Lopez
BIOLOGY

Kaitlyn Marie Satterfield
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Allie Lorene Schrumpf
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Aliayah D Scott
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Nathaniel Alexander Sewell
NEUROSCIENCE
cum laude

Fayzan Umar Shahab
NEUROSCIENCE

Vanshika Sharma
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Raghav Sharma
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Dennis E Sheynkerman
MATHEMATICS/COMPUTER 
SCIENCE
magna cum laude

Kevlar Singh
NEUROSCIENCE
magna cum laude

Evan Michael Socher
MATHEMATICS
magna cum laude

Sydney Violet Sommer
BIOLOGY
magna cum laude

Olivia D Spencer
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Rhiannon Grace Lishock-Steele
FORENSIC SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Damara Jade Stevens
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Chase Morgan Sullivan
PSYCHOLOGY/ENGLISH
magna cum laude

Deirdre Marleen Sullivan
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Stephanie Nicole Tett
PSYCHOLOGY/CHINESE 
STUDIES
summa cum laude

Michael William Urbanski
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Ugochukwu Ingrid Uzo-
Ojinnaka
NEUROSCIENCE
magna cum laude

Srija Rajamurugan Verenker
NEUROSCIENCE

Jacob Thomas Verschueren
NEUROSCIENCE

Ashlyn G Vetsch
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Gavin Michael Walker
BIOLOGY

Conlan T Walsh
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Liliana J Wanless-Cave
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Seth C Whitehead
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Noah Andrew Williams
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Kayla Joel Williams
PSYCHOLOGY/
COMMUNICATION

Daniel T Williams
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Kelsey Christine Williamson
PSYCHOLOGY
cum laude

Ittmum Zahir
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Insiya Batool Zaidi
BIOLOGY
cum laude

Liuyi Zheng
FORENSIC SCIENCE
summa cum laude

MASTER OF ARTS 
Henry Halsey Abbott
MATHEMATICS

Oluwakemi Mary Alo
COMMUNICATION
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Richard Bombebe Naakpi
COMMUNICATION

Ling Chen
MATHEMATICS

Zy’Shonne Lemar Cowans
ENGLISH

Paloma Ferreira de Oliveira
COMMUNICATION

Joseph Cullen Hilliker, OP
PHILOSOPHY

Nathan Eric Johnston
AMERICAN STUDIES

Ashley L Jost
COMMUNICATION

Kajal
COMMUNICATION

Modou Khan
MATHEMATICS

Mattheis Scott Lorimor
HISTORY

Meredith Ann Lyons
ENGLISH

Teagan E Maloney
BIOLOGY

Turku Su Marasali
ENGLISH

Frank Mutesasira
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Vincent Mwebe
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Priscilla Nyarko
COMMUNICATION

Claire C Pistono
SPANISH EDUCATION

Jenova Grace Roetto
ENGLISH

Christopher Michael Ross
PHILOSOPHY

Alessandra Rubi
ENGLISH

Olga Savelyeva
SPANISH

Danielle Bilindan Savet-Colvin
POLITICAL SCIENCE AND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Amanda Leigh Sciandra
ENGLISH

Dominic Sheehan
HISTORY

Avinash Vipparla
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
Milena Clarke
INDUSTRIAL-ORGANIZATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY

Kyle Curran
BIOLOGY

Samantha Rose Dennis
BIOLOGY

Ximena Gutierrez
EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY

Anna Elise Hendricks
EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY

Tanima Howlader
SOCIOLOGY

Deva Raj Khanal
BIOLOGY

Ebun Maria Omole-Ohonsi
BIOLOGY

Arlinda Shehu
EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY

Olaere Thelma Tari
SOCIOLOGY

MASTER OF THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 
Margaret A Cotner 

Jasmine Jimenez

Sharonda Nicole Stith

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
Jehan Abdullah Alarfaj
MATHEMATICS
Leavitt Path Algebra over Kronecker 
Square of a Quiver

Thomas Randall Barrows
HISTORY

Lauren M Borato
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY
Does Chronic Disease Predict 
Cognitive Deficit: Exploring the 
Relationship Between Onset, 
Multimobidity, and Disease Type

Alison Elizabeth Breakfield
BIOLOGY
Microplastics and Freshwater 
Mussels

Junhao Chen
BIOLOGY
Deciphering genetic codes governing 
transcription initiation in 
eukaryotes

Jessica Lillie Ciccone
PUBLIC AND SOCIAL POLICY
Paid Family Leave: Access, Impact 
and Implications Across the Human 
Experience



Desiree Coleman-Fry
PUBLIC AND SOCIAL POLICY
Working 9 To 5: How Race, Gender, 
and Marital Status Impact the 
Relationship Between Poverty and 
Education and How Women Can 
Rise

Anthony John Crescio
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

Kirsten Marie Antonacci 
Dempsey
THEOLOGY AND HEALTH CARE 
ETHICS
From Device Paradigm to Spiritual 
Practices: Bodies, Pills, and Fertility 
Awareness

Salvatore Sergio DiBono
ENGLISH
Mining for Our Monsters: 
Narratives of Landscape Extraction 
in Contemporary Horror

Jack Conrad Friedrich
INDUSTRIAL-ORGANIZATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY
Experiences with Electronic 
Performance Monitoring: A 
Mixed-Methods Analysis of Online 
Workplace Discussions

Joseph Benjamin Grone
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

Ataollah Hashemi
PHILOSOPHY
Panpsychism and the Problem of 
Mental Causation

Kolin B Heck
EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY
Left- and Right-Wing Conspiracy 
Theories: Establishment Ideology 
and Parasocial Relationships

John Myles Hesse
ENGLISH

Christopher Lee Holland
PHILOSOPHY

Jacob Carrington Huls
PHILOSOPHY
How Groups Change and Remain

Cicely B. Hunter
AMERICAN STUDIES
Blaring Silence: New York Parades 
for the Black Collective, 1917-1924

Ari Charmaine Hutchinson
ENGLISH
Toward a Queer Genealogy of Fin de 
Siècle Hellenism

Thes David Kascsak
PHILOSOPHY
Relational Perfectionism

Timothy John Keeley
ENGLISH
The Literary Close-up: Autofiction 
and the Affect-Image

Clayton J Killion
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES
The Significance of Hair in Early 
Christian Discourse

Kailen M Kinsey
HISTORY
Queens in the North: Queenship 
and Female Power in Ireland and 
Norway, 950-1066

Xuya Ma
PHILOSOPHY
Credibility Excess and the Primary 
Harm of Testimonial Injustice

Nelson Armando Membreno
BIOLOGY
Effects of Development on the 
Overwintering Physiology of Young 
Western Painted Turtles

James Ryan Morris
PUBLIC AND SOCIAL POLICY
Educational Credentialing, 
Institutional Legitimacy, and 
Professional Development In Law 
Enforcement Organizations

Judith Alayne Nelams
HISTORY
Cecco d’Ascoli: From Master of 
Astrology to Master of Errors

Oluwatomisin Abisola 
Ogungbenle
HEALTH CARE ETHICS
Reproductive Choice and Collective 
Responsibility: Justice, Autonomy, 
and Preimplantation Genetic 
Testing

Patrick Michael Ohlhaut
PUBLIC AND SOCIAL POLICY
Identity formation in the U.S. 
Military: Agentic Institutionalism in 
the American Armed Forces

Maisie Pritchett
BIOLOGY
Vitamin A Deficient Mice Exhibit 
Impaired Viral Clearance, Increased 
Inflammation and Altered Immune 
Response During Respiratory Viral 
Infection

Melanie Alison Reyes
EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY
Understanding Orgasm Goal 
Pursuit in Women via Experimental 
Manipulations of Sexual Communal 
Strength

Christine Meredith Simmons
BIOLOGY
Investigating the Factors That Shape 
Study Strategies in Introductory 
STEM Courses



THE CANDIDATES FROM COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Rebecca Margaret Steins
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY
Feminist narrative therapy for 
athletic injuries: The role of gender 
in injury recovery and mental health

Mitchell Paul Stevens
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES
Reflecting Divinity: A Translation 
and Commentary on Anastasius of 
Sinai’s Sermones in Constitutionem 
Hominis Secundum Imaginem Dei

Madison Marie Streb
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY
Religion, Spirituality, and 
Adjustment in Emerging Adults: 
Changes in Society and Outcomes in 
The United States

Joshua Aaron Sturgeon
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES
After Deconstruction: A Post-
Evangelical Process Theology

Diego Enrique Torres Theisen
INDUSTRIAL-ORGANIZATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY

Stephen Tyler Thrash
BIOLOGY

Andrew Charles Tucker
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES
Mar Isaac’s Memre on Faith

Savanah Paige Warners
ENGLISH
The Fungal Imaginary: Mushroom 
Motifs in Contemporary Literature

Hanwen Yang
BIOLOGY
Profiling DNA N6-adenine 
methylation and identifying 
its demethylases in Arabidopsis 
thaliana

Yiling Zhou
PHILOSOPHY
Owning Our Actions: Responsible 
Agency under Deterministic and 
Hidden Influences

DEGREE CANDIDATES: 
GRADUATION DATE:  
AUGUST 15, 2026

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
Sophia Albers
COMMUNICATION

Nora Bassam Alhamed
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Ajoni Anand
POLITICAL SCIENCE
magna cum laude

Dion Lee Brown Jr.
SOCIOLOGY

Lindsey A Greene
HISTORY/POLITICAL SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Bryce Douglas Vonarx James
THEATRE

Kaitlyn Danielle Lotz
BIOLOGY

Anna Marie Miller
STUDIO ART

Emmett Conole Reynolds
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Cooper T. Sadlo
COMMUNICATION

Elena M Sapien
BIOETHICS AND HEALTH 
STUDIES

Kellen Anthony Thames
COMMUNICATION

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
Riya Aradhyula
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Saif Alameer
NEUROSCIENCE
cum laude

Simra Muhammad Babu
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Suman Behera
NEUROSCIENCE
magna cum laude 

Julia Charlotte Cantrell
PSYCHOLOGY
cum laude 

Jazmine Carballido-Barrios
FORENSIC SCIENCE

Owen Lawrence Dightman
BIOLOGY

Madelyn Elizabeth Davis
PSYCHOLOGY

Devnanda Manjunadh
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

MASTER OF ARTS 
Ronald Patrick Thurber
HISTORY

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
Sarah Beth Liebowitz
INDUSTRIAL-ORGANIZATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY



DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
Jordan R. Bauer
THEOLOGY AND HEALTH CARE 
ETHICS
The Dying Icon: Discerning Idols, 
Iconoclasms, and Iconodulia at the 
End-of-Life

Sarah Ashley Burt
ENGLISH

Juan Pablo Espinosa
PUBLIC AND SOCIAL POLICY

Therese Josephine Hart
PUBLIC AND SOCIAL POLICY
Migration as Adaptation: Climate 
Change and the Movement of 
Peoples in FSM

Cecilia M Nicklaus
PHILOSOPHY

Xiao Niu
BIOLOGY
Genome-wide identification 
and characterization of cryptic 
transcripts in budding yeast

Qianlu Sun
PUBLIC AND SOCIAL POLICY

Lindsay Hannah Thomas
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY
Stigma reduction for opioid misuse 
in emergency department personnel: 
using kern’s framework to develop a 
medical curriculum

DEGREES CONFERRED: 
GRADUATION DATE:  
MARCH 14, 2026

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS 
Daniel Ray Baird
cum laude

Kenneth Bell
summa cum laude

John L. Dailey, Sr.

Richard D. Greenlee
summa cum laude

Scott Hollandsworth
magna cum laude

Levi A. King
summa cum laude

Steven Wyatt Maupin
summa cum laude

Fletcher Pryor
summa cum laude

Martin Lee Shaw
cum laude

Harley J. Smith
cum laude

Michael Lemarr Smith

Brian Philip Taylor
cum laude

Steven Michael Walker

Valmore Leon Woolford
cum laude

Keith Meiners
magna cum laude

DEGREES CONFERRED: 
GRADUATION DATE:  
JANUARY 10, 2026

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
Sophia Anna Mary Strehl
STUDIO ART
cum laude

Luke Michael Liles
MATHEMATICS

Claire E. Kleffner
PSYCHOLOGY/POLITICAL 
SCIENCE
cum laude

Jacob Laks
COMMUNICATION
magna cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
William Scot Griesemer
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
Stephanie Tillman
HEALTH CARE ETHICS
Consent in Pelvic Care: Ethical 
Considerations for Autonomy and 
Power

Matthew Derek Estes
PHILOSOPHY AND BIOETHICS
Dignity and the Worth of Human 
Persons

DEGREES CONFERRED: 
GRADUATION DATE:  
DECEMBER 13, 2025

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
Sophia Estifanos Bahru
MATHEMATICS

Julia Katharina Bautz
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES/
STUDIO ART
summa cum laude

Marcelle Almeida Da Silva 
Bernardelli
BIOLOGY
cum laude

Juliette Alyce Callahan
ENGLISH
cum laude



THE CANDIDATES FROM COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Jordyn R. Carnes
ENGLISH
magna cum laude

Kasey Cela
BIOLOGY

Cade Joseph Cheripka
PSYCHOLOGY

Alexander Chong
PSYCHOLOGY

Elisabeth R. Cope
PSYCHOLOGY/BIOETHICS AND 
HEALTH STUDIES
magna cum laude

Cillian Paul Deisner
ENGLISH
summa cum laude

Paige Catherine Dzierzak
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Quankai Feng
ECONOMICS

Bridget Catherine Fletcher
PSYCHOLOGY

Cecelia S Foltz
SOCIOLOGY

Lisa Freeman
PHILOSOPHY

Stefan G. Gerlei
ECONOMICS/POLITICAL 
SCIENCE

Benjamin David German
POLITICAL SCIENCE
cum laude

Brandee Concepcion Hunter
COMMUNICATION
magna cum laude

Charlotte Helen Kennedy
PSYCHOLOGY
cum laude

Laila Radha Kestur
WOMEN’S AND GENDER 
STUDIES/POLITICAL SCIENCE

Augustus H. Krussel
ANTHROPOLOGY/
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
cum laude

Lydia Grace LaVine
PSYCHOLOGY

Hannah Renee Lewis
STUDIO ART
magna cum laude

Laryssa de Proença Manfrinato
SPANISH
magna cum laude

Anna Noel Marlin
HISTORY

Fernando Antonio Marqués 
Archilla
COMMUNICATION

Peter Mathews
ENGLISH
cum laude

Devante A McFarlane-Delmar
COMMUNICATION

Max David McGwire
COMMUNICATION

Kaia Monaco
COMMUNICATION
summa cum laude

Faith Alexandra Mulder
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Maria Angelica Munguia Larios
PSYCHOLOGY
magna cum laude

Lindsey Katlynn Amaka Okafor
AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES

Dzenisa Pandzic
PSYCHOLOGY/ENGLISH
cum laude

Peyton Elizabeth Pearcy
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Marisa J. Penner
BIOLOGY
summa cum laude

Hailey Katherine Ray
WOMEN’S AND GENDER 
STUDIES

Heidi Reinlein
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Clara Luz María Reyes
SPANISH/MUSIC
magna cum laude

Saida Carmen Robles-Razzaq
SPANISH
cum laude

Jessie Singh Sandhu
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Eliada Scheiwe
COMMUNICATION

Antonio Vincent Tucci
PSYCHOLOGY/SOCIOLOGY
magna cum laude

Clarissa Yvonne Turner
BIOLOGY
magna cum laude



Andrew C. Vastola
PHILOSOPHY/ECONOMICS
summa cum laude

Madison Louise Washington
POLITICAL SCIENCE

Diniti Welivita
BIOLOGY

Ella Marie Wulf
PSYCHOLOGY

Alicia M. Yancey
PSYCHOLOGY
cum laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
Madeline Stephanie Aldana
FORENSIC SCIENCE/
ANTHROPOLOGY

Nora Suzanne Belden
NEUROSCIENCE
magna cum laude

Isabelle Ashton Davis
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Alexandria Marie Diefenbach
BIOLOGY

Emily M. Ebbing
FORENSIC SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Kritticka Goyal
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Benjamin Robert Harmon
NEUROSCIENCE
summa cum laude

Sojin Kim
NEUROSCIENCE
magna cum laude

Sanhita Banerjee Lahiri
NEUROSCIENCE

Maxwell C. Look
BIOLOGY
cum laude

Sofia Lopez Alviar
BIOLOGY

Isabelle Rhea Luebbert
DATA SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Abigail Marie O’Brien
FORENSIC SCIENCE
summa cum laude

Sumayya Abdullah Paracha
PSYCHOLOGY
summa cum laude

Alexa Pawlicki
FORENSIC SCIENCE
cum laude

Haley Elizabeth Szramek
FORENSIC SCIENCE
magna cum laude

Isadora Michelle Vaccaro
FORENSIC SCIENCE
cum laude

MASTER OF ARTS 
Khalid Raheem Abdulqaadir
AMERICAN STUDIES

Daniel Gyamfi
MATHEMATICS

Grace Clarey Hilker
AMERICAN STUDIES

Madeline Jackson
SPANISH EDUCATION

Qing Liu
PHILOSOPHY

August Daniel Rickard
ENGLISH

Jonathan Matthew Spates
PHILOSOPHY

Blake Robert Trembath
BIOLOGY

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
Christina Jeanette Duval
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY

Lauren Nicole Papianou
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY

Jolie Price
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY

Lisa Saville
SOCIOLOGY

Keegan Grace Sawin
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY

MASTER OF THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 
Michael Christopher Bauer

Mary S. Waters

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
Caleb Avery Bobo
PUBLIC AND SOCIAL POLICY
“Can We Stop by the Bank?”: 
Experiences within Bank Branches 
and the Implications for Federal 
Policy Makers

Brandon Michael Brewster
EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY
Late-Life Depression as a 
Moderator of the Relationship 
between Longitudinal Change in 
Brain Network Organization and 
Alzheimer’s Disease Trajectory



University honors will be officially calculated when final grades have been submitted and the degrees are conferred. 
This program is not an official document.

Please be advised that this event is being photographed, videotaped and live-streamed. Attendance at this event grants permission 
to Saint Louis University to use, release, publish, exhibit or reproduce an attendee’s image or likeness.

THE CANDIDATES FROM COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

Martin M. Clay, Jr.
PUBLIC AND SOCIAL POLICY
Revisiting a U.S. Government 
Civilian Interagency Reserve 
Corps during a Period of Growing 
Geopolitical Instability

William Grant Edmundson
HISTORY
Dualist Heresy and Inquisition in 
Southern France, 1295-1321

Marissa Danielle Espinoza
HEALTH CARE ETHICS
Just Disagreement: Conscientious 
Objection among Moral Strangers in 
Health Care

Afful Fosu
PUBLIC AND SOCIAL POLICY
Causes of Child Poverty and its Effect 
on Education: A Case of Techiman, 
Ghana

Philip H. Fung
HEALTH CARE ETHICS

Monica Belcke
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY
Toward Salutogenesis: An 
Investigation into the Relationship 
between ADHD Symptoms and 
Prenatal Care

Wyatt James Humrichous
PUBLIC AND SOCIAL POLICY
Queer Activism in the Midwest: 
Support for Palestinian Liberation

Clint Eugene Johnson
EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY
Navigating Gender: The Influence of 
Anticipated Audience on Gendered 
Self-Descriptions in Childhood

Gwendalyn Lee Krekeler
BIOLOGY
The Role of Glutathione Synthesis 
in Group B Streptococcus During 
Infection and it’s Impact on Host 
Immune Response

Addison Suzzanne Lane
HEALTH CARE ETHICS
A Sacred Trust: Catholic Health Care 
and the Eschatological Mission of 
the Church

Brian James Merlo
HISTORY
Pope John X (914-928): Between 
Aristocratic Partnership and Papal 
Independence

Spencer Schmid
HEALTH CARE ETHICS
On a Non-Ideal Approach to 
Disability and Abortion in Bioethics: 
The Imperative of Ham Reduction 
and the Potential of Narrative 
Repair

Andrea Danielle Thornton
THEOLOGY AND HEALTH CARE 
ETHICS
Pathologizing Hope: Medical 
Assessments of Hope for Longevity in 
Terminal Illness

Benjamin Joseph Wand
HISTORY
The Salzburg Codex: An Episcopal 
Handbook for Care of Souls and 
Church Management, c. 900–1025



ACADEMIC ATTIRE

THE GOWNS
The gowns are three in number and styling. 
That of the bachelor is a yoked, closed-front 
garment with long pointed sleeves; that of 
the master has sleeves long and closed but 
slit just above the elbow to allow the forearms 
to protrude; the gown of the doctor has full, 
bell-shaped sleeves. Only the doctor’s gown 
is trimmed — with velvet panels down the 
front and three velvet bars on each sleeve.

THE HOOD
The hood at first seems to have been worn 
over the head and attached to the gown. 
When the skullcap was introduced, the hood 
was retained but detached as a separate piece 
and worn much as it is today. 

Each degree (bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral) 
has its special hood, which varies in length 
and, for the doctor, also in pattern. The color 
or colors lining the hood are those of the 
college or university that granted the 
wearer’s degree. For example, Saint Louis 
University is known by blue chevron on a 
field of white. The colored velvet binding 
or edging of the hood, in different widths for 
bachelor, master and doctor, is determined 
by the field of study.

THE CAP
The cap, or mortarboard, has become the 
universally accepted style for U.S. colleges 
and universities. Many European institutions 
still retain distinctive forms of academic 
headdress.

THE TASSEL
The tassel is perhaps the most iconic 
souvenir of academic attire. The doctoral 
graduate can wear a gold or black tassel 
on the mortarboard. However, varying the 
color of the tassel based on the field of study 
has gained acceptance throughout academia. 

Colors include: 
Allied health professions: Mint green
Arts: White
Business: Taupe
Education: Light blue
Hospital administration: Salmon
Law: Purple
Medicine: Green
Nursing: Apricot
Philosophy: Dark blue
Public administration: Peacock blue
Science: Gold-yellow
Social work: Citron
Technology and engineering: Orange
Theology: Scarlet

The colorful attire worn by graduates, faculty, trustees and officers of the 
University has historic roots in the distant medieval past. Dressed in cap 
and gown, the graduates and their professors are part of a long tradition that 
dates back to Paris and Bologna, Italy, to Oxford and Cambridge, England, 
in the days of their Catholic glory.

The exact origins of several parts of the academic garb are a bit of a mystery. 
Because medieval students enjoyed the status of cleric during their university 
years, one might guess that their attire found its inspiration in the clerical 
dress of medieval times. The gown seems to be an adaptation of the robe of 
friar or priest; the hood, of the monk’s or friar’s cowl; and the mortarboard 
cap of today recalls the skullcap of days when tonsured heads needed 
protection against the drafts of medieval classrooms.

Academic attire began to appear on U.S. campuses in the late 1890s. Since 
that time, its use has become universal for solemn university functions, and 
its pattern is highly uniform.



Saint Louis University is one of the oldest and 
most prestigious Catholic universities in the 
United States. Founded in 1818, the University is 
recognized nationally for world-class academics, 
life-changing research and a strong commitment 
to faith and service. 

Guided by its enduring Jesuit mission, Saint Louis University offers 
students a highly rigorous and deeply transformative education 
that empowers them to become bold, confident leaders. 

As a nationally recognized leader in research and innovation, SLU 
is a Research-1 (R1) university, advancing groundbreaking discoveries 
in St. Louis and around the world. 

Saint Louis University educates 13,307 students from all 50 states 
and 93 countries. The University’s campus in Madrid, Spain, enrolled 
1,285 students last fall.

A dedication to values-based education and social justice has earned 
Saint Louis University widespread acclaim and bolstered its status 
as a character-building college. SLU is one of only 7% of colleges 
nationwide to hold the Carnegie Classification for Community 
Engagement, which honors the service-centered work of the 
University community.

SLU is also a catalyst for urban renewal in the heart of a vibrant city. 
More than $2 billion in housing, retail and business development 
is underway in Midtown St. Louis, and the University is in the 
center of the neighborhood’s growth.

Inspired by its pioneering spirit, Saint Louis University continues 
to move forward, committed to serve a higher purpose while seeking 
the greater good.

ABOUT
SAINT LOUIS
UNIVERSITY 

ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE 
SLU ranks as one of the 
country’s top colleges by 
The Princeton Review, The 
Wall Street Journal and U.S. 
News & World Report – and 
as the No. 11 “Best Catholic 
College in America.” (Niche)

R1 STATUS 
With $65.1 million in 
externally funded research 
expenditures, SLU’s R1 status 
places the University in an 
elite group of U.S. research 
universities.

SERVICE 
1.5 million hours of service 
are completed by the 
SLU community annually. 
Seventy-two percent 
of students volunteer 
each year.

ATHLETICS 
An NCAA Division I 
institution, SLU is a member 
of the Atlantic 10 Conference 
and competes in 18 sports. 
Recent successes include 
men’s basketball advancing 
to the second round of the 
NCAA Championship.

MASCOT 
The University’s unique 
mascot, the Billiken, is a 
mythical good-luck figure 
who represents “things as 
they ought to be.”

ALUMNI 
SLU’s new graduates 
join more than 142,000 
alumni who lead lives 
of meaning and purpose 
around the world.
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