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Journal assignments are helpful pedagogical tools to host in your Canvas learning management
system. Journals can be used to encourage various informal short student writings, such as
reflective journals covering lectures, readings, or assignments (for in-class, after class, or
online/hybrid courses). Journals can be used for metacognitive reflections over how students
approached assignments, responses to readings, or responses to lectures. Journals can be
used to ask how they worked through a text, mathematical or scientific problem, or even their
thoughts on the course and work so far.

At first it appears that there is not a “Journals” tool in Canvas as there is in Blackboard;
however, it is simply a different setup that allows you to build a more intuitive journal assignment
with diverse upload options (and it is more visually pleasing than Blackboard’s journals tool!)

1. Creating a Journal Assignment Group in Canvas:
In Canvas your “Assignments” section is where you can set up Journals. Go to the top right of

your assignments page and click the “+Group” button. A pop-up titled “Add Assignment Group”
will appear. You can title the group name anything. Here | did “Journals”.
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Add Assignment Group

Group Name: Journals|

Cancel
7
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Here is how that will appear in your assignments page:

Cc O @ canvas.slu.edu

= W & (
Rubrics
@ Quizzes ii v Free Form Discussions ok
B

Modules
@ . B Let's Discuss: The Ancients °
Collaborations = Module One: Medieval Foundations Module | Available until Jun 15 at 11:59pm | Due Jun 11 at 11:5%m | 2 pts
Account .
Google Drive
New Analytics .
i v Assignments 4= 8
McGraw Hill Campus
Smarthinking Online B Practice Assignment o
Tutoring o Closed | DueJun11at11:59pm | 3pts
LockDown Browser Y Collaboration Slides: The Ancients o
Panopto Video Module One: Medieval Foundations Module
Settings
i v Journals E:
History
c-; i B [Insert Individual Journal Title Here - Example:] Reflective Journal 1 Q
¥ Module One: Medieval Foundations Module | Not available until Jun 20 at 12:00am | Due Jun 27 at 11:59pm | 2 pts
Commons
@ = Journal 2 o

Due Jul 4 at 11:59pm | 2 pts

As you can see | have already populated it with two journals as examples. You will also notice
that the first journal notes underneath the title that it is attached to a module, when it is
available, the due date, and the grade points. | will show you later in this document how to
attach the journal to a module.

2. Setting up Individual Journals within the Journal Assignment Group:

Click on the “+Assignment” button in the top right of the Assignments page. The following image
is what should appear. Title the assignment (Journal 1, etc...) and then in the text box you can
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include your instructions for the assignment. You can add PDFs, a video, images, or keep it to
textual instructions.

— Sandbox-SB-02463 > Assignments > [Insert Individual Journal Title Here - Example:] Reflective Journal 1

Home © Not Published

©)

Account

Announcements &

Assignments

[insert Individual Journal Title Here - Example:] Reflective Journal 1

&®
Dashboard Discussions
Edit View |Insert Format Tools Table
Grades
Courses 12pt ™ Paragraph B I U Av 2v T2v &£v By &y By ¥
People
P
e ages [Insert Journal Instructions in this text box - Example]
@ Files
Syllabus AJ . . .
nbox 'Write a 400-word Reflective Journal over your writing process and rhetorical process from your latest essay. Answer how you
Outcomes <3 changed or didn't change your writing process from previous writing assignments. When evaluating your own rhetoric do you
. think you had a particular audience in mind? Did you, etc...."
History Rubrics
(. Quizzes
Commons This Journal is due at the same time as the essay: Sunday, June 27th, by 11:59pm
Modules &
@ Collaborations .
Help
Google Drive @ o
New Analytics P ® | 74words | <>

McGraw Hill Campus
Points | o

Following the instructions text box are the assignment options where you can select what
assignment group this will be grouped under. Here you can also add the points you wish to
assign to the assignment, how grades are then displayed, and also, what submission types you
will accept. You can allow for just text entries, media recordings, file uploads, and even external
tools that you want to incorporate into the assignment. You can also restrict which file types you
want uploaded (ie. if you absolutely only want .docx files and no PDFs):

®  74words  </> i

New Analytics p
McGraw Hill Campus

Points | o
Smarthinking Online

Tutoring
Assignment Group
LockDown Browser Journals M
Panopto Video Display Grade as | points v
Settings
[ Do not count this assignment towards the final grade
Subrmission Type
Online v
Online Entry Options
Text Entry
History ) Website URL
(G4 Media Recordings
Commons
® ([ Student Annotation

File Uploads

[ Restrict Upload File Types

Submission Attemots

Following those options are how many submission attempts you are willing to accept, whether
this is a group assignment, peer reviewed, and finally who it is assigned to, when it is due, and
when it is available. Click “Save & Publish” and it will be made available for students.
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Group Assignment
[ This is a Group Assignment

Peer Reviews
O Require Peer Reviews

Instructor ) all made by instructors on
for this in DocViewer
Assign
5" Assignto
Everyone X
Due
Jun 27 11:59pm

SunJun 27,2021 11:59pm
Available from Until

Jun 20 12am Jun 30 11:59pm

Sun Jun 20, 2021 Wed Jun 30, 2021 11:59pm

+ Add

[ Notify users that this content has changed

3. Adding a Rubric to a Journal:
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Cancel Save & Publish

Click on “+ Rubric” for the option to find a rubric or create one for the journal.

— Sandbox-SB-02463 > Assignments > Journal 2

Home
Announcements &
Assignments
Discussions

Grades

People

Pages

Files

Syllabus

Outcomes &
Rubrics

Quizzes

Journal 2

No Content

Points 2
Submitting  Nothing

Due For Available from
Jul4 Everyone -
-+ Rubric

© Publish

63 Student View

2 Edit Related Items

Until

The following image depicts the rubric selection/creation options:
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Points 2
Submitting  Nothing

Due For Available from Until
Jul4 Everyone - -
5
Title:  Some Rubric Q_ Find a Rubric
Criteria Ratings Pts
5 .
N N N
Description of criterion 5 pts 60 pts 5 pts
Range [ Full Marks No Marks
+ Criterion Q_ Find Outcome Total Points: 5

O I'l write free-form comments when assessing students

(J Remove points from rubric

(J Don't post Outcomes results to Learning Mastery Gradebook
(J Use this rubric for assignment grading

(J Hide score total for assessment results

Cancel Create Rubric

If you click on the search magnifying glass it will give you the following pop-up where you can
select a rubric you have already created in your rubrics page for the course (which might be
most expedient if you have the same criteria for multiple journal assignments). After you have
selected the desired rubric, click on the “use this rubric” button underneath the preview of the
rubric (you may have to scroll down within the pop-up for this button to appear).
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C Y @& canvasslu.eduy

Find Existing Rubric

. . Manage Rubrics
Find a Rubric

Sandbox-SB-02463 Journal Rubric Journal Rubric

2 rubrics 2 criteria

2 points possible Criteria Assessment

Visual Analysis Quiz Rubric Writing Process Full Marks
:

. No Marks

Rhetorical Process Full Marks
No Marks
/ 1pts

Total Points: out of 2

The completed rubric attachment will look like this underneath the journal instructions and due
date for the journal assignment:

C @ & canvassluedu

New Analytics Due For Available from Until
McGraw Hill Campus Jun 27 Everyone Jun 20 at 12am Jun 30 at 11:59pm
Smarthinking Online
@ Tutoring
Journal Rubric T
Eeccut LockDown Browser ~Qm
s} Panopto Video Criteria Ratings Pts
Dashboard .
Settings Writing Process 1pts opts
Describe your writing process. Did you experiment with any new Full Marks No
Courees techniques? Outlining? Free-writing? Notes? Did anything work or Meets all Marks
not work? Do you write vs. read/research at different times of the expectations
day? Did you take this to the writing center? How many with
. edits/revisions did you do? How do you revise/edit? complete Lpts
answers and
fulfilling

requirements

Rhetorical Process

History Lot opts
Who did you have in mind for an audience? What traditional FullMarks | No
& rhetorical aspects did you apply to your writing? Logic? Ethos? Meets all Marks
-~ N Reflecting on your finished product, what does your writing express  eypectations
(SIS about you as the author? Credibility? Authority? with 1
® complete Pts
answers and
fulfilling

requirements

Total Points: 2
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4. Adding a Journal to a Module’s Workflow:

This allows for students to be able to access the journal through the module workflow; however,
depending on your design of the course, they can also access it through their Assignments tab.
Go to the course Modules’ page and in the appropriate module’s main header click the “+”
button. The following pop-up will appear where you can attach any assignment:

Add Item to Module One: Medieval Foundations

Add  Assignment v to Module One: Medieval Foundations
[Ep Select the assignment you want to associate with this module, or add an assignment by selecting "Create Assignment".

[ Create Assignment |
Assignments
Collaboration Slides: The Ancients
Practice Assignment
Free Form Discussions
Journals
[Insert Individual Journal Title Here - Example:] Reflective Journal 1
Journal 2
Review Quizzes

Indentation: Don't Indent

Cancel Add Item

Y2

Since you've created a group in assignments for journals, they will be under their own bold
header as seen above. Select the correct one, click “add item”, and there you have it! You have
added the journal to that module’s workflow and can move it from there within your module list
to where you would like it best in the flow.

# v Module One: Medieval Foundations S +
The Ancients )
o Let's Discuss: The Ancients
L Jun1l | 2pts o
i Ancient Foundations Quiz o
Jun12 | 5pts
B [Insert Individual Journal Title Here - Example:] Reflective Journal 1 )
~  Jun27 | 2pts
i v Module Two: Early Medieval Texts S +
i [ Collaboration Slides: The Ancients S
e Journal 2 o

Jul4 | 2pts



REINERT CENTER

for Transformative Teaching & Learning

5. Student View of Journal Assignment
The final result will be something like this for the students. They will have a button to “start
assignment” and can see the instructions, all other relevant information, and the rubric before

starting the assignment:

[Insert Individual Journal Title Here -
Start Assignmen
Example:] Reflective Journal 1

Due Jun 27 by 11:59pm Points 2
Submitting a text entry box, a media recording, or a file upload
Available Jun 6 at 12am - Jun 30 at 11:59pm 25 days

[Insert Journal Instructions in this text box - Example]

"Write a 400-word Reflective Journal over your writing process and rhetorical process from
your latest essay. Answer how you changed or didn't change your writing process from
previous writing assignments. When evaluating your own rhetoric do you think you had a

particular audience in mind? Did you, etc...."

This Journal is due at the same time as the essay: Sunday, June 27th, by 11:59pm

Journal Rubric

Criteria Ratings Pts

Writing Process 1 pts 0 pts
Describe your writing process. Did you experiment with any new Full Marks No

For more information or to discuss how you might incorporate these ideas into your courses, contact the
Reinert Center by email.
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