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GREEK SOCIAL EVENT POLICY

RESPONSIBILITIES AND PRIVILEGES OF GREEK ORGANIZATIONS
Greek organizations have long been a positive part of the co‑curricular educational scene at the University.  The activities of Greek organizations complement the University's curriculum and programs by stressing scholarship, leadership, and service.

As stated in Four Critical Years by Alexander W. Austin, Greek organizations on a campus have the potential of providing an atmosphere which promotes the retention of the individual in the institution.  Referring to a portion of the results of a ten year college impact study involving some two hundred thousand students in over three hundred post-secondary institutions, Austin concluded, "Fraternity and sorority membership has a substantive positive effect on persistence, overall satisfaction with college, and satisfaction with institutional and social life."

The Greek system at the University contributes to various campus and community philanthropic organizations in the form of monetary donations and a willing work force.  Within the context of lifelong membership and loyalty to the alma mater, Greek organizations also offer programs and settings where social interaction and development can take place in numerous instances outside the formal classroom setting.  They also provide opportunities for positive faculty and administrative interaction with members of the student undergraduate population.

Greek organizations receive and maintain official University recognition through a review and approval process supervised and administered by the Vice President for Student Development.  Among the privileges associated with University recognition are:

* Enrollment of members through participation in Greek organization rush activities at the University.

* Use of the University name in connection with approved activities and use of all University facilities and services available to students and student organizations.

* Advice and assistance of a Greek advisor in the Office of Student Life in the areas of operations, programming, business affairs, leadership training, rushing activities, new member programs, and planning.

* Advice and assistance of staff members of the Office of Student Life in particular and of all University staff members in general who are made available to all student organizations.  This includes but is not limited to advice and assistance on programming, leadership development, planning, financial management, and accessibility of available University resources and services.

* Participation in all educational, intramural, artistic, social, and other group activities or programs scheduled or sponsored by the University for the benefit and enjoyment of all recognized student organizations. Participation, where appropriate, as a separate, identifiable unit in campus activities.

In order to receive University recognition, chapters are required to meet certain minimum requirements.  Among these are nondiscrimination in membership, a constitution and officers, participation in the governing body for Greek organizations, and compliance with the rules and regulations laid down by the University and the governing body.

A chapter whose University recognition is suspended loses all of the previously mentioned privileges.  Suspension of on‑campus status also results in a concurrent suspension of all rights and privileges associated with membership in the Interfraternity Council.  Behavior of members associated with a suspended organization, after suspension has been executed, will be a major consideration should a request for reinstatement ever be filed with the University.

I.  PURPOSE OF THE GREEK SOCIAL EVENT POLICY
The purpose of this policy is to:

A. Reduce liability of Greek organizations

B. Demonstrate responsibility of undergraduate Greek members by developing and proposing policy without University pressure

C. Encourage Greek members to party safely and legally

D. Encourage membership in social Greek organizations through the promotion of responsibility

E. Take proactive actions to insure the success of the Saint Louis University Greek System

II.  RISK MANAGEMENT POLICIES
The policies below shall apply to social events in ALL classes.

A. Alcohol

1. No alcoholic beverages may be purchased or sold through the chapter treasury nor may the purchase or sale of same for members or guests be undertaken or coordinated by any member (collegiate or alumnus) in the name of or on behalf of the chapter.

2. No chapter may cosponsor or co‑finance an event with an alcohol distributor, charitable organization, restaurant, bar, or other establishment generating more than half of annual gross sales from alcohol, where alcohol is given away, sold, or otherwise provided to those present by anyone, except where a licensed caterer supplies a bartender with a cash bar only.

3. The purchase or use of a bulk quantity container of an alcoholic beverage requiring a tapping device, such as a keg or party ball, is prohibited.  The purchase or use of bulk quantities of individual servings (cases) is also prohibited.

4. No chapter may charge or accept monetary donations from guests to gain admittance that are subsequently used to defray the cost of alcohol.

5. No member shall permit, tolerate, encourage, or participate in "drinking games" at chapter events.

6. All functions must be in compliance with all state, county, and local laws.

B. Event Management

1. “Open Parties,” meaning those with unrestricted access by non-members of the fraternity, without specific invitation, where alcohol is present, are prohibited.  

2. Prohibited forms of non-specific invitation include but are not limited to flyers posted on campus or other campus-wide publicity, advertisements in the University News or other SLU media outlets, postings or advertisements on Facebook or other internet communities, and/or (with the exception of a Class F event) announcements made when visiting another chapter’s meeting.  Chatpers are prohobited from advertising or marketing in any way or format events where alcohol will be present
3. See REGISTRATION OF FUNCTIONS section of this policy for information as to the types of specific-invitiation-oriented events that are allowed.

4. Chapters must serve non-alcoholic, alternate beverages and water in the same location as alcoholic beverages, and also serve food in a manner, variety, and quantity which will assure availability to all guests throughout the event.

5. Chapters must provide a monitor team consisting of at least two members of the chapter.  These monitors must remain alcohol and substance free both before and throughout the event.  The names of these monitors shall be indicated on the GSEP Event Registration Form.

6. Chapters must provide a licensed security guard or ensure the place of business provides a licensed security guard for the event.

7. Chapters must ensure all members and guests comply with federal laws concerning controlled substances; notify prominent members of the chapter if any guest violates controlled substance laws, and eject such a guest.

C. Transportation

1. The sponsoring chapter(s) must provide safe transportation for all guests in the form of rented buses or designated drivers.

2. A copy of the bus company contract or a list of designated drivers, in a quantity sufficient to accommodate the anticipated number of guests, must be submitted along with the GSEP Event Registration Form.

D. Rush / New Member Events

1. All IFC and member organization rush activities shall be free of alcohol ("dry").

2. No alcohol shall be present at any rush or new member education program or activity of the chapter.

III.  REGISTRATION OF FUNCTIONS

A. Social Functions
The following guidelines will be in effect for all functions that meet the guidelines of a social event as described below, whether or not school is in session.  Social events are defined as events planned and implemented by a chapter, using chapter funds and/or officer effort, at which consumable items with alcohol content are present.  All social events must be registered by the sponsoring chapter(s).  If two or more chapters are co-sponsoring a social event, each chapter must register the event separately.
Descriptions of and guidelines for the six permitted classes of social events are as follows.  Chapters are not permitted to register/host other forms of events.  

B. Class A – Guest List Function

These are events where each member of the sponsoring chapter may invite up to four guests.  The sponsoring chapter must submit, along with the standard GSEP Event Registration Form, a typed, alphabetical guest list, which contains the names of each member and his guests.  Guests are required to sign in on the official guest list next to their typed name, upon entry to the event.

C. Class B – Joint Function

These are events such as exchanges, switches, other fraternity and sorority joint functions.  Only members of the sponsoring chapters are allowed to attend these events.  Members may not invite non-members to the event.  The sponsoring chapter is not required to submit a guest list either with the GSEP Event Registration Form or after the event, however the IFC recommends that the chapter utilize a typed guets list at the entrance to the event and require guests to sign in upon entry.
D. Class C – Formal Party

These are one-date only functions, such as formals and semi‑formals, or other date functions, for which each member of the sponsoring chapter is allowed to bring only one date.  The sponsoring chapter is not required to submit a guest list either with the GSEP Event Registration Form or after the event, however the IFC recommends that the chapter utilize a typed guest list at the entrance to the event and require guests to sign in upon entry.

E. Class D – Members Only Function

These events are membership functions, at which only members of the sponsoring chapter, where members are defined as actives/initiates, pledges/new members, associate members, alumni, representatives of the chapter's inter/national organization, and the family members of those mentioned above, are present.  The sponsoring chapter is not required to submit a guest list either with the GSEP Event Registration Form or after the event, however the IFC recommends that the chapter utilize a typed guests list at the entrance to the event and require guests to sign in upon entry.

F. Class E – Multi-Guest Function

These are functions where members of the sponsoring chapter are allowed to invite up to three guests.  Chapters are required to use a guest list sign-in sheet that indicates which member invited each guest.  Both members and guests are required to sign-in on the designated sheet upon entry to the event.  The original guest list, not a re-written or re-typed version, must be submitted to the Interfraternity Council via the Student Involvement Center by 5:00 p.m. no later than 2 working days after the event.

G. Class F – All-Greek Philanthropy Event

These are events to which all Saint Louis University fraternity and sorority members may be invited by the sponsoring chapter for the purpose of raising money for a charitable organization.

1. A meeting between the sponsoring chapter president, the event coordinator, the IFC advisor, and the IFC Internal Vice President must be held at least two weeks prior to the event in order to ensure the proper understanding of the guidelines.
2. For Class F events, the sponsoring chapter must submit a complete GSEP Event Registration Form and submit it to the Associate Director of Student Life no later than 4 p.m. at least 5 working days in advance of the event.

3. The guest list must consist of current chapter rosters of each recognized sorority and fraternity and must be submitted along with the GSEP registration form.  If a chapter’s roster is not submitted with the GSEP registration form for the event, members of that chapter may not attend the event.

4. No chapter may register more than two Class F events per semester.

5. In order to register a Class F event, the chapter must provide written documentation of the inter/national fraternity’s approval of this event, verifying that this type of event does not violate inter/national fraternity policy.  This documentation must be submitted to the IFC Internal Vice President at the required planning meeting referred to above.

6. Class F events must be third party vendor events.  The BYOB method is prohibited for Class F events.

7. All proceeds from the event must be donated to the specified philanthropy, and receipts for the other costs of implementing the event (buses, band, security, etc.) must be provided to the Interfraternity Council Internal Vice President upon request.

8. A resulting letter from the designated charity marking the amount received must be submitted to the Interfraternity Council via the Student Involvement Center within 30 days of the event.

IV.  BYOB EVENTS

A chapter hosting a BYOB event must adhere to the following guidelines in addition to those prescribed in the Risk Management Policies.  In general, these guidelines will assist the chapter in hosting a BYOB event rather than be restrictive.

The BYOB method may only be used for Class A, B, C, D or E events, when such events are not planned as philanthropic fundraisers.
A. Alcohol

1. Guests shall be limited to a twelve‑pack of beer or the equivalent, per event.
2. All alcohol brought to the event must be checked in at the designated serving point.

3. Event sponsors will supply each guest with a check in card to be filled out at check in.

B. Servers
1. Alcohol will only be distributed from designated serving areas by designated servers.

2. Servers shall be eighteen years of age, must remain alcohol and substance free.

C. Security
1. The security guard at the event must be at the point of alcohol distribution to check for legal drinking age.

V.  FUNDRAISERS

A. A fund-raiser, for the purpose of this section, shall be defined as a chapter or multi-chapter event where money is taken in, or expected to be taken in, and presented to a charitable organization.

B. Fundraisers may be registered as Class A, B, C, D or F events.  All previously prescribed event guidelines shall apply in addition to the following:

1. A third-party vendor must be used if alcohol is present.  The BYOB method is prohibited for fundraisers.

2. All revenue must be donated to a charitable organization declared prior to the event.

C. If a Class A, B, C, D or F events will be operated as a fundraiser, the chapter must indicate this in the appropriate place on the GSEP Event Registration Form.

Note:  For an all-Greek fundraiser, please refer to the specific guidelines for Class F events.
VI.  THIRD PARTY VENDORS
A. A third party vendor may be utilized at any class of event.  Events where there is a third party vendor must follow all risk management rules in addition to the following rules governing the third party vendor agreement.  All prospective vendors must:

1. Be properly licensed by appropriate local and state authorities and have the function registered with the City of Saint Louis as required by law.

2. Have host liability insurance, with at least one million dollars in coverage, including off‑premise liquor liability coverage and non-owned and hired auto coverage, coverage for the local chapter and National organization of the event hosts as "additional insureds;" evidenced by a properly completed certificate provided by the insurance provider and available for confirmation.

3. Agree in writing to sales to be collected only by the vendor, during the function.

4. Assume responsibility for checking identification, not serving minors, not serving individuals who appear to be intoxicated, maintaining absolute control of all alcoholic containers present, collecting all alcohol remaining at the end of a function, and removing excess alcohol from the premises.

VII.  FUNCTION REPORTING

A. For Class A, B, C, D and E events, the sponsoring chapter must submit a complete GSEP Event Registration Form and submit the form to the Associate Director of Student Life in the Student Involvement Center, BSC 335, no later than 4 p.m. the Tuesday prior to the event.
B. For Class F events, the sponsoring chapter must submit a complete GSEP Event Registration Form and submit it to the Associate Director of Student Life no later than 4 p.m. at least 5 working days in advance of the event.

C. A completed GSEP Event Registration Form is one that contains all required information, signatures and attachments.  The form should only be presented to the IFC executive officer for signature, and finally the representative of the Department of Student Life when all other information has been completed.

D. IFC Executive officers are not allowed to sign their own chapter’s form.

E. The Event Registration Form simply informs the Department of Student Life of the event, and receipt of the form by the Department of Student Life does not indicate approval of the event.  The form must be signed by a member of the Interfraternity Council Executive Board before submittal.

F. Upon receiving the GSEP registration, IFC is to notify the registering chapter of the approval or rejection of the event.  

VIII. GREEK CALENDAR PROCESS

A. Prior to completing and turning in the GSEP registration, an event should be approved on the SLU Greek Calendar.  

B. The Greek Calendar will be set every spring at a Greek Calendar Meeting open to all Fraternities and Sororities.  This meeting will determine the Greek Calendar for the following year.
C. In order to add an event to the Greek Calendar after the Greek Calendar Meeting, a chapter must submit a Greek Calendar Change Form to the IFC President at least 4 weeks in advance of the date of the event.  

D. Chapters should receive written approval from the IFC President within 5 business days of submitting a Greek Calendar Change Form.
IX.  WALKING OUT

When there is a tapped common‑source container present anywhere at an event or on the property, everyone in a cosponsoring group must leave the event within fifteen minutes following the discovery of said common source container, or the cosponsoring organization which failed to leave the event as above will be held partially responsible for the violation.

Rationale:  Chapters are not permitted to advertise or market events where alcohol will be present/served, thus there is no need to outline a marketing policy within the GSEP.  If the IFC wants to establish guidelines for promoting/advertising chapter events that do not involve alcohol, perhaps this can be done through the Bylaws.

IX.  COMPLIANCE WITH AND FILING OF GSEP VIOLATIONS
A. Members of the Interfraternity Council Executive Board, the Office of Student Life, or their designees reserve the right to attend any event to confirm compliance with the above policies.

B. Anyone wishing to file a complaint for a violation of this policy must do so within seventy‑two hours of when the alleged violation became known, but not more than 10 days after it allegedly took place.

C. All violations will be addressed through the appropriate judicial board and, if found substantiated, the guilty chapter will be subject to the penalties described later in this policy.

X.  FULFILLMENT OF SANCTION
A. Any fine not appealed or remaining after an appeal must be paid within five business days of the sanction or adjudication of the appeal or the National organization of the chapter will be notified of the nonpayment and the chapter will be suspended from the Interfraternity Council until restitution is made.

B. Probation will begin immediately following the decision of the Interfraternity Council Judicial Board, excepting time between the filing and adjudication of an appeal.

XI.  SANCTIONS

Listed below are examples of violations, however this is not to be considered an exhaustive list.  Anything not consistent with the GSEP will be considered a possible violation, and it will be up to the IFC judicial board to determine the severity.
A. Level 1:  Level 1 is the least serious level of infractions.  As such, penalties are not as severe.  Violations of this level are erased at the end of each semester, thus at the beginning of each new semester, each chapter has zero Level 1 infractions.  Examples of Level 1 infractions include but are not limited to:
· Registering an event late.

· Incomplete registration form.

· Failure to serve soft drinks and food in sufficient quantity.

· Failure to follow the University's advertising policy

1. First offense:  Warning

2. Second offense:  2nd warning and one-week/seven day suspension of GSEP registration privileges.

3. Third offense:  A Judicial Board hearing will be held to determine the sanction to be carried out.
4.    In the case of the second offense/second warning, the one-week/seven day suspension will commence beginning the day following the registered event in question and continue through seven successive days.
5.    Incomplete forms must be completed within one week/seven days from when the GSEP Event Registration Form was originally due.  If the form has not been completed at the end of the seven days, the chapter’s GSEP registration privileges shall automatically be suspended for one week/seven days or until such time as the incomplete form has been complete, whichever is longer. 
B. Level 2:  Level 2 infractions are serious violations of the policy.  The Judicial Board will meet to determine the sanction.  Examples of Level 2 infractions include but are not limited to:
· Failure to comply with the monitor policy.

· Failure to require guests to sign the guest list upon admittance.

· Failure to check identification.

C. Level 3:  Level 3 violations are very serious violations of the policy.  The Judicial Board will meet to determine the sanction.  Examples of Level 3 infractions include but are not limited to:
· Charging guests or accepting monetary donations for admittance to defray the cost of alcohol.

D. Level 4:  Level 4 violations are grievous violations of the policy which represent a complete disregard for these regulations.  The Judicial Board will meet to determine the sanction.  Examples of Level 4 infractions include but are not limited to:
· Failure to register an event.

· Failure to provide a proper guest list.

· Falsifying an event registration form.

· Failure to adhere to a controlled substance regulation.

· Failure to adhere to the Interfraternity Council Dry Rush Policy

XII.  Interfraternity Council Dry Rush Policy

The Interfraternity Council of Saint Louis University defines an infraction of Dry Rush as:

A. Providing alcohol or facilitating an atmosphere in which alcohol is present, including but not limited to providing means to enter the atmosphere by false identification, paying a cover charge, etc.

B. The policy is specifically in effect for the fall semester from the beginning of Welcome Week until Bid Day at 5pm.  The policy is also specifically in effect spring semester, from the time members arrive at St. Louis University until Bid Day at 5pm.  The dry rush policy, however, applies at all times to chapter events or activities related to meeting or recruiting new members.  At no time may such events be held, nor may chapters involve non-members in chapter events where alcohol is present for the purpose of recruitment. 

C. In addition, a member chapter of IFC may not sponsor an event in which alcohol and potential members are present.  
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